Minimum 10 Ukrainian 


Canadians elected in Alberta 


Three appointed to new Cabinet 


By Marco Levytsky 

At least 10 Canadians of Ukrain- 
ian origin were elected to the Alberta 
Legislature, March 12, with an 11th 
saying he probably is of Ukrainian 
origin, but hasn’t been able to con- 
firm that conclusively. 

All these 11 are on the govern- 
ment side as the ruling Progressive 
Conservatives swept to a landslide 
victory, taking 74 out of 83 ridings 
to seven for the Liberals and two for 
the New Democrats. 

Of these 11, three were named to 
the Cabinet on March 15. 

Gene Zwozdesky, re-elected with 
the largest majority of any Edmon- 
ton member, was promoted to full 
ministerial status and given a port- 
folio that is cut right out for him. 

Zwozdesky, who took 55 per cent 
of the vote in Edmonton Mill Creek, 
and led his nearest opponent by 
3,854 votes, was moved up from 
Associate Minister of Health and 
Wellness to Community Develop- 
ment Minister and Deputy Govern- 
ment House Leader. 

As Community Development 
Minister, the former orchestra-con- 
ductor and composer of scores for 
both the Shumka and Cheremosh 
Dancers will have responsibility for 
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such areas as arts, culture, Edmonton Mill Creek MLA Gene Zwozdesky holds up a kobassa (Ukrain- 
tan sausage) handed to him by a supporter during the Edmonton-area 
Progressive Conservative victory celebrations at the Chateau Louis Con- 


multiculturalism, human rights and 
citizenship. 

Zwozdesky will also deal with 
persons with developmental dis- 
abilities, government Boards and 
Foundations, the Michener Centre 
and Premier’s Council on the Sta- 
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ference Centre March 12. 


tus of Persons with Disabilities and 
Parks and Protected Areas. 

Ed Stelmach, who was handily re- 
elected in Vegreville-Viking — a 
constituency in which all three can- 
didates were of Ukrainian origin — 
has been moved from the Infrastruc- 
ture to the new Transportation port- 
folio. 

This portfolio will focus on de- 
velopment and maintenance of a 
roads and highways system to meet 
the needs of the 21st century, said 
Premier Ralph Klein in announcing 
the new Cabinet. 

“During the campaign, municipal 
leaders and others told me that Al- 
berta’s road systems are facing tre- 
mendous pressure as a result of the 
province’s rapid economic growth. 
As well, now that the provincial 
government has taken over respon- 
sibility for maintenance of second- 
ary highways and key primary high- 
ways, it makes sense to have a min- 
istry dedicated to these tasks.” 

The third Cabinet member of 


Ukrainian origin is Stan Woloshyn, | 


re-elected in the Edmonton suburb 
of Stony Plain. He was appointed to 
the new portfolio of Senior’s Min- 
ister. 

In announcing the new Cabinet 
Klein pointed to the new Seniors 
ministry as an example of respond- 


ing to campaign issues. 

“Across Canada, the population is 
aging, and Alberta is now home to 
more seniors than ever,” he said. 

“We heard from many seniors 
during the campaign that an inte- 
grated approach by government to 
seniors issues is essential. A sepa- 
rate Seniors portfolio will ensure 
that the contributions of seniors can 
be maximized and that the govern- 
ment is well-positioned to respond 
to the changing needs of our sen- 
iors.” 

Other Canadians of Ukrainian ori- 
gin re-elected on March 12 are 
Julius Yankowsky in Edmonton- 
Beverly Clareview, Dave Broda in 
Redwater, Mark Hlady in Calgary 
Mountain and current Legislative 
Speaker Ken Kowalski who is of 
mixed Ukrainian-Polish heritage in 
Barrhead-Westlock. 

Three new MLA’s who have been 
confirmed as being of Ukrainian 
origin are Gary Masyk, who took 
Edmonton Norwood from the Lib- 
erals, Harvey Cenaiko in Calgary- 
Buffalo, another seat the Progressive 
Conservatives took from the Liber- 
als and Ray Danyluk, who held the 
tural riding of Lac La Biche-St. Paul 
for the Progressive Conservatives. 

One new MLA who is of Polish 


Cont. on P. 3 


Odynsky family seeks support 


See Page 3 
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Left to right: His Grace, Most Rev. Paolo Romeo, D.D., Apostolic Nuncio to 
Canada; Most Rey. Michael Wiwchar, C.Ss.R.; Most Rev. Michael Bzdel, 
C.Ss.R., Archbishop of Winnipeg and Metropolitan of Canada for Ukrainians. 


Bishop Wiwchar 
enthroned in Saskatoon 


By Dr. William A. Gulka, 
President, Ukrainian Catholic Council of Saskatchewan 

The enthronement of Most Reverend Michael Wiwchar, CSsR as the 
fourth Bishop of the Eparchy of Saskatoon took place on Feb. 12 at St. 
George’s Cathedral in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

The installation ceremony was presided over by His Grace, Most Rev-. 
erend Paolo Romeo, Apostolic Nuncio to Canada, His Beatitude, Lubomyr - 
Husar, Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, and 
His Grace, Michael Bzdel, CSsR, Archbishop of Winnipeg and Metro- 
politan of Canada for Ukrainians. 

The Pontifical Divine Liturgy was concelebrated by the Ukrainian Catho- 
lic bishops from Canada and the USA, a number of Roman Catholic Epis- 
copal dignitaries from Saskatchewan and Western Canada, and numerous 
priests and deacons of the Saskatoon Eparchy. In attendance as special, 
invited guests were members of the clergy from other faith communities 
in Saskatoon. Members of the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood, the Knights 
of Columbus and the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League provided the | 
honor guard for the afternoon’s ceremonies while St. George’s Cathedral 
Choir sang the responses. 

Members from every corner of the eparchy were present to witness this 
special event, the climax of a two-year period of time during which the 
Eparchy was without a bishop. The Cathedral was filled to capacity, with 
the overflow watching the proceeding via closed-circuit television from 
St. George’s Youth Centre. 

A banquet and program to honor Bishop Michael was held in St. George’s 
Youth Centre. The evening began with the singing of a number of choral 
selection by the St. Goretti School Ukrainian Bilingual Choir, following 
which the students formally welcomed His Excellency with the traditional 
bread and salt. Following the meal prepared by members of St. George’s 
Parish, a short program of greetings and welcomes was provided under 
the direction of Rev. Deacon Yurij Lazurko, Master of Ceremonies. The 
evening ended with Bishop Michael receiving and meeting all individuals 
who wished to offer personal greetings and present gifts to the new Bishop. 

Most Reverend Michael Wiwchar, CSsR was born May 9, 1932, in 
Komarno, Manitoba. 

In 1960-61 he received a degree in Pastoral Theology: Sedes Sapientiae 
from St. Paul’s University in Ottawa. In 1975 he received a Bachelor of 
Arts from the University of Manitoba, in 1979 a Bachelor of Education 
degree from the U of M and in 1980 got an M.A. Candidate for Slavic 
Studies, Permanent Teacher’s Certificate. 

Bishop Wiwchar was ordained on June 28, 1959 in Winnipeg by His 
Grace, Metropolitan Maxim Hermaniuk, CSsR. His Episcopal Ordination: 
took place on Sept. 28, 1993, for the St. Nicholas Eparchy of Chicago. 

He has served as Teacher апа Socius to Students, St. Vladimir’s Minor 
Seminary; Roblin, Manitoba as well as Assistant pastor for the Swan Val- 
ley Parishes, Roblin, Manitoba; Teacher and Prefect to Students; St. 
Vladimir Minor Seminary Ukrainian Catholic Youth Chaplain for Roblin 
District; Vocation director and Campaign Moderator; Archeparchy of 
Manitoba; Assistant Pastor, St. Joseph’s Parish; Winnipeg; Director and 
Teacher at Minor Seminary; Roblin; Pastor; Roblin District Parishes; As- 
sistant Pastor; Roblin District Parishes; Assistant Pastor; St. Joseph’s Par- 
ish; Winnipeg; Vocation Director and Missionary; Assistant Pastor, St. 
John the Baptist Parish; Newark, New Jersey; Assistant Pastor; Ss. Peter 
and Paul Parish; Saskatoon, Chaplain for Ukrainian Catholic Young Adults 
of Saskatoon; Pastor; St. John the Baptist Parish; Newark and National 
Spiritual Director for Promotion of Prayer League for Canonization of the 
Servant of God, Metropolitan Andrei Sheptytsky. 
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СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 


interest of the Ukrainian Community 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка допомагає 
тим що потребують допомоги серед української 
громади 


UCSS is providing various services: 
ecounselling and advice, 
einformation, referral and translation services, 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees, 
eparcels and money delivered to Ukraine, 
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Послання глави Української 
греко-католицької церкви з 
приводу політичної ситуації 


Віктор Єленський 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- Вперше за останні місяці 
церковні ієрархи порушили мовчанку і висловили- 
ся з приводу політичної ситуації в країні. Це 
зробив глава Української греко-католицької церк- 
ви кардинал Любомир Гузар. 

Засоби масової інформації вже повідомляли 
про дуже обережне ставлення проводу різних 
Церков України до політичної кризи в країні. 
Церковні ієрархи виразно уникають найменшої 
визначеності в артикуляції власної і, особливо, 
загальноцерковної позиції 1 мають для цього 
певні підстави з точки зору еклезіології. Але 
якщо для Православ'я демонстративна неувага 
до того, що відбувається у «дольному світі» - 
не тільки річ традиційна, а ще й така, яка 
дозволила йому існувати за самих різних режимів, 
то Католицька церква, виходячи зі свого соціяль- 
ного вчення, зобов'язана принаймні дати загальні 
орієнтири своїм вірним, поставити перед ними 
«євангельську правду». 

Власне, кардинал Гузар у своєму зверненні 
визнає: воно є відповіддю на запити віруючих, 
як саме вони повинні оцінювати теперішню дуже 
напружену ситуацію і як давати собі з цим раду. 
Отже, вказуючи на гостроту ситуації, і молитву 
як найбільш церковний спосіб її врегулювання, 
глава Української греко-католицької церкви виз- 
начає такі потрясіння, як неминучі. Він підкрес- 
лює: «ми повинні навіть радіти, що вони відбува- 
ються, бо в такі моменти народ позбувається 
елементів, які отруюють його життя... Тому не 
треба впадати у відчай і вважати, що кожне 
потрясіння, яких, напевно, буде ще не мало, це 
вже кінець всього. Радше навпаки: наявність 
потрясінь, кризових ситуацій - це доказ, що 
політичне тіло викидає із себе отруту». 

Кардинал попереджає як владу, так і народ 


від спокуси розв'язати кризу в насильницький 
спосіб і говорить про однакову небезпеку як 
владного безправ'я, так і анархії мас. 

У зверненні немає ані прямого і беззастереж- 
ного засудження нинішньої влади, ані критики 
тих, хто їй протистоїть. Любомир Гузар звер- 
тається до відповідальності кожного, пропонуючи 
запитати в самого себе: що я можу зробити, 
щоб звільнити нашу державу з трясовиння 
безпринципних і керованих жадобою махінацій? 

Поза сумнівом, ані влада, ані опозиція не бу- 
дуть цілковито задоволені зверненням. Таку проб- 
лему мав і один з попередників владики Любо- 
мира - митрополит Андрей Шептицький, від 
якого чекали закликів до бою, а він умовляв 
опановувати емоції і шукати мирних розв'язок. 
Такі ж проблеми вже зовсім недавно стояли і 
перед Грузинським патріярхом і перед Вірмен- 
ським католикосом і навіть перед Московською 
патріярхією, від якої сім з половиною років 
тому вимагали визначеності: з Єльцином вона 
чи з Хасбулатовим і Руцьким? 

Скидається, в посткомуністичній церковній 
історії лише Сербський патріярх Павло недвоз- 
начно заявив, з якого боку барикад він стоятиме 
у протистоянні режиму й опозиції: він був проти 
Мілошевича. Але всі інші ієрархи, котрі не 
поспішили вирушити на барикади, зробили це 
не від остраху (хоча, поза сумнівом, вони теж 
люди зі своїми слабкостями і недосконалостями). 
Головне ж Te, що Щерква не повинна ставати 
партією, тобто частиною, навіть якщо та чи ін- 
ша партія висуває перед собою найсправедливіші 
цілі. Церква об'єднує всіх: і праведників, і 
байдужих, і непримирених, і останніх грішників. 

Але зберігає за собою право вказувати на те, 
що є насправді гріхом. 


«Опозиція передала квіти 1 свої серця Юлії...» 


(«Львівські новини»)- У день 8 березня опози- 
ція вирішила хоч якось полегшити перебування 
свого лідера Юлії Тимошенко за гратами Лук'я- 
нівського СІЗО та провела під стінами її камери 
акцію «Загратована весна». Акцію було присвя- 
чено також захистові усіх репресованих жінок. 

Близько тисячі представників об'єднання «Укра- 
їнська правиця» пройшли Десятинною вулицею, 
на якій живе (принаймні, прописаний) Леонід 
Кучма. Біля його будинку маніфестанти зупинили- 
ся на декілька хвилин, скандуючи «Кучму геть, 
Кучму на нари!», «Юлі - свободу!». Потім колона, 
яку очолювали, зокрема, нардепи Олександр Тур- 
чинов, Тарас Чорновіл, пройшла до «Лук'янівки». 
Демонстранти тримали квіти та партійні прапори. 

Перед воротами СІЗО на колону вже чекали 
правоохоронці, які не підпустили маніфестантів 
покласти квіти до стін будинку. Тому опозиціонери 
провели мітинг неподалік, вимагаючи звільнення 
Юлії Тимошенко «і усіх політичних ув'язнених». 
Лідер УРП Левко Лук'яненко висловив надію, 
що голоси учасників мітингу сягають камери 
Юлії Тимошенко. 


(«День») - З 
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- для України». 


Перед ланцюгом міліціонерів було встановлено 
стенд з великою фотографією Юлії Володимирівни 
і написом «Наше серце і квіти - Юлії». Як повідо- 
мив Турчинов, керівництво СІЗО навіть відмовило 
депутатам у проханні передати квіти ув'язненій. 

Натомість квіти було покладено до стенда з 
фотографією. Наприкінці акції учасники мітингу 
випустили у повітря великі надувні кульки... 

А Тимошенко передала - таки «на волю» 
звістку про себе - інтерв'ю газеті «Дзеркало 
тижня». Як випливає з її інтерв'ю, ця жінка 
незважаючи на неймовірні труднощі, від яких 
вона потерпає у тюрмі, не зламалася. Вона і 
досі стверджує, що усі звинувачення проти неї 
не мають під собою жодних підстав. Як і раніше, 
їй заборонено усі побачення. 

В інтерв'ю Тимошенко заявила: «Не треба 
спрощувати останніх кроків Віктора Ющенка, 
зокрема його підпису під «заявою трьох». Иого 
політична гра складна і перспективна. Сьогодні 
категорично за жодних обставин не можна 
допустити його зміщення з посади. Я йому вірю 
і вірю в його майбутнє». 


ПІ Всесвітній форум українців: 
програму визначено, гасла шукають 


10 по 24 серпня поточного року пройде Ш 


Всесвітній форум українців, який присвячується 10-й річниці 
незалежності України. 22 серпня 2001 року було утворено 
оргкомітет форуму, до складу якого увійшли представники 
Адміністрації Президента, Кабінету Міністрів та Верховної Ради, 
керівники громадських організацій України та української діяспори. 
| Оргкомітет очолив Президент України Леонід Кучма. 5 березня 
було затверджено календарний плян основних заходів. 
10-17 серпня на Львівщині пройде перший етап - у Львові 
плянується зустріч молодіжних організацій України та діяспори, 
а в Карпатах - молодіжні спортивні табори. Другий єтап форуму 
пройде в Києві. У форумі візьмуть участь по 2 представники від 
кожної із 255 організацій української діяспори, а кількість усіх 
учасників форуму - близько 1500 осіб. а 
Члени оргкомітету запропонували серед можливих варіянтів 
робочих гасел форуму: «Молодь - надія України» або «Українці 


Як зазначив голова Західно Українського молодіжного конгресу 
Юрій Криворучко, член оргкомітету форуму, до участі в форумі 
вперше буде запрошено молодь з української діяспори, яка сьогодні 
проживає у 43 країнах світу. 


Odynsky family asks for support 


Toronto man found innocent of war crimes, but can still be deported 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Odynsky family is asking the 
Ukrainian community to write Cabi- 
net Ministers and Members of Par- 
liament not to strip Wasyl Odynsky 
of his citizenship because he was 
found not guilty of any war crimes 
by Judge Andrew MacKay in a de- 
cision issued on March 10. 

“Tt is our hope that Immigration 
and Citizenship Minister Elinor 


Caplan will drop the matter which | 
she has the jurisdiction and right to Ре 
do, especially given the conclusions Р, 
of the judge, however we wish that Ff 


members of the community would 
write ministers and MPs to express 
their support for commencing with 
no further action against my father 
and other respondents like him who 
are innocent of any war crimes,” 
Odynsky’s daughter Olya Odynsky 
Grod told Ukrainian News. 

“If ever there was а time for Ca- 
nadians to be vocal it is now. This 
miscarriage of justice must stop 
now. Today it is Odynsky — if we 
do not take action, it could be some- 
one you know tomorrow,” she 
added. 

In his ruling, Justice MacKay 
noted “there was no evidence at the 
trial that Mr. Odynsky participated 
personally in any incident involving 
mistreatment of prisoners or of any 
other person during his service.” 

Furthermore, Justice MacKay 
found that “there is no doubt that 
Odynsky’s service was not volun- 
tary.” The judge also urged the Min- 
ister of Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion, Elinor Caplan, to consider that 
Odynsky has also been a good citi- 
zen since he arrived in Canada, more 
than 50 years ago, as testified to by 
members of his church and commu- 
nity. 

Nevertheless, the judge ruled that 
Caplan may still ask for Odynsky’s 
deportation. 

“While those factors may be rel- 
evant to any discretion the Minister 
or the Governor in Council may ex- 
ercise, they are not relevant in this 
proceeding,” referring to the rules 
under which respondents charged 
under the government’s policy of 
Denaturalization and Deportation (D 
& D) may be deported by Cabinet. 

“This Court finds, on a balance of 
probabilities in considering certain 
key factual issues, that the defend- 
ant, Wasyl Odynsky, was admitted 
to Canada for permanent residence 
in July 1949 on the basis of a visa 
obtained by reason of false represen- 
tations by him or by his knowingly 
concealing material circumstances. 
Subsequently he obtained citizen- 
ship in 1955 when, having been ad- 
mitted to Canada, on that basis, he 


Olya Odynsky Grod 


is deemed, pursuant to s-s. 10(2) of 
the Act, to have acquired citizenship 
by false representation or knowingly 
concealing material circumstances. 

“As aresult this Court now issues 
the declaration requested by the 
Minister in this action, that is, The 
defendant, Wasyl Odynsky, obtained 
citizenship in Canada by false rep- 
resentation or by knowingly con- 
cealing material circumstances 
within the meaning of s-s. 18(1)(b) 
of the Citizenship Act.” 

“When the judge’s findings fi- 
nally arrived, we were not shocked. 
We were bitterly disappointed,” says 
Odynsky Grod. 

The Odynsky case began on Aug. 
26, 1997, with the RCMP paying a 
surprise visit to Wasyl and Maria 
Odynsky in their home. One month 
later, a letter arrived from then Min- 
ister of Citizenship and Immigra- 
tion, Lucienne Robillard, saying that 
Wasyl Odynsky had failed to di- 
vulge to Canadian immigration and 
citizenship officials his “collabora- 
tion with German authorities and en- 
gagement in activities connected 
with forced labour camps during the 
period 1943-1944, as a guard at the 
Trawniki Training Camp and later 
at the Poniatowa Camp in Poland. 
There were no charges of personal 
involvement in any war crime or 
atrocity. Odynsky was given 30 days 
to decide whether he would leave 
the country voluntarily or take the 
matter to a civil hearing in court. 

“The press was brutal,” says Olya. 
“They called him an alleged war crimi- 
nal. These were very dark and fright- 
ening days for our whole family. 

It was not until mid January 1998 
that the government finally produced 
their statement of findings in which 
Odynsky was not charged with any 
individual war crime. The hearings 
were completed by the Summer of 
1999, However, the decision was 
postponed 13 times since then. 

When the decision came on 
March 2, it “was released to the 
press at 4:00 p.m. and a reporter 


Minimum 10 Ukrainian Canadians elected 


Cont. from P. 1 

origin may also have some Ukrain- 
ian roots. Thomas Lukaszuk, newly 
elected Progressive Conservative 
for Edmonton-Castle Downs, says 
he probably has some Ukrainian ori- 
gin on his father’s side. This, he 
says, is because of his Ukrainian 
surname and because his father’s 
side of the family comes from the 
ethnically Ukrainian Peremyshl re- 
gion of Poland. However, says 
Lukaszuk, he has not been able to 
trace his Ukrainian roots conclu- 
sively. 

Three MLAs who are married to 
Canadians of Ukrainian origin were 
also re-elected. Two of them are 
Cabinet Ministers — Mike Cardi- 
nal (Athabasca-Wabasca), Minister 
of Sustainable Resource Develop- 
ment and Pearl Calahasen (Lesser 
Slave Lake), Minister of Aboriginal 


Affairs and Northern Development. 
The third is Janis Tarchuk, re-elected 
by a huge margin in Banff- 
Cochrane. 

One Canadian of Ukrainian ori- 
gin, Andrew Beniuk, running for the 
Progressive Conservatives in Ed- 
monton-Glengarry, lost to Liberal 
incumbent Bill Bonner by 55 votes. 

Another, Robert Bilida, improved 
considerably on the previous Pro- 
gressive Conservative showing in 
Edmonton-Highlands, but lost to 
New Democrat Deputy Leader 
Brian Mason. 

None of the Canadians of Ukrain- 
ian origin running for any of the Op- 
position parties were elected. 

However, Hugh MacDonald, 
whose campaign manager Audrey 
Uzwyshyn is very active in the 
Ukrainian community was handily 
re-elected in Edmonton-Gold Bar. 


from the Globe and Mail was knock- 
ing on my parents’ door a few min- 
utes later. Their headline screamed 
‘Judge Won t Block Deportation of 
Ex Nazi’. The Toronto Star head- 
lined with “Ex Nazi Lied to Live 
Here, Judge Rules’, said Olya. 

“How could they write this given 
the judge’s findings?” she added. 

But the family is very pleased 
with the first part of these conclu- 
sions “especially as the judge found 
them based on fact,” says Olya. 

“We could not have proven this 
part of the case without the finan- 
cial contribution of so many kind 
people. We could not have gone to 
Ukraine to interview and present the 
very key witnesses and we could not 
have afforded the extensive research 
in Ukraine, Germany and Canada. 
This report, which Justice MacKay 
has prepared, will sit as a document 
for future scholars. It clearly dem- 
onstrates the no win situation of the 
Ukrainian people during the Second 
World War. It is the first formal look 
and analysis of the forced conscrip- 
tion of young men from Ivano 
Frankivsk in 1943. It clearly states 
that the historical experts produced 
by the government ‘had no evi- 
dence’. We are also grateful to all 
who came forward to testify and to 
those who did testify. 

“We are very disappointed that 
Justice MacKay feels that in 1949, 
in post war Europe, every person was 
screened and that the system in place 
was more likely than not to have been 
perfect. We are disappointed that we 
could not persuade him that it was 
otherwise,” she added. 

Odynsky Grod notes that in 1995, 
when then Justice Minister Alan 
Rock introduced the Denaturalization 
and Deportation option he clearly 
stated that “the government will only 
proceed with cases where there is 
proven criminal wrongdoing”. 

“We feel strongly that based on 
the Judge’s finding’s Elinor Caplan 
should not pursue any further action 
against my father. Why revoke his 
citizenship? Why deport him? The 
risk of being deported under these 
findings, is a far greater punishment 
than being found guilty for most 
criminal offences. 

“Today my father is a 77-year-old 
man, in ill health and financially 
devastated. How I wish this fight 
was over. But it is not. Many people 
have written to me offering their 
assistance by writing letters to their 
MPs and cabinet ministers and 
through financial support. On behalf 
of the Odynsky family, I thank them 
and any others who may wish to do 
the same,” she said. 


Easter Sunday Brunch! 


Sunday, April 15, 2001 


Enjoy Easter Sunday Brunch in the beautiful 
Grand Ballroom and Solarium of the 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


C4afleau fours Ftotel & Conference Cenfre \ 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 


To book your reservation or for more information, call: 


PEKAO TRAVEL 


exclusive wholesaler for fioys Polish Airlines 


LVIV ог KYIV г Toronto 


via Warsaw from 1200 CAD+Tax 
TORONTO г Kyiv ог Lviv 


7 CAD+Tax 


INFO. & RES.: (416) 588 - 1988 


Mohyla Institute 


ДЖЕРЕЛО 
SUMMER SCHOOL 


Ukrainian Cultural and Language Immersion Program 


Grade 9-12 & First Time Offering 


niversi krainian 200 Level 


via Warsaw from 


July 1 - August 3, 2001 


Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 
"Fun, Friends and Cultural Growth" 
Apply Now: 


Knowledge of Ukrainian Language is not necessary to enroll 


For Applications: 


MOHYLA INSTITUTE 
1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK 57М ОРІ 
Tel: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 
E-mail: mohyla@sk.sympatico.ca 


5 КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
60 років на службі громаді 
КЛЮБ 60 


Ювілейний подарунок для КУК 


Станете членом клюбу 60. 
Пішліть чек на 560 або на суму, 
що можна поділити через 60 
(нпр. 120, 240, 300, 600, 660, 1,060...) 
-- Зробіть цей жест для ювілятки — 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS 
З 60 years ої dedicated service 


CLUB 60 
A 60th birthday gift for UCC 


Become a member of Club 60. 
Send a cheque for $60 or for any multiple of 60 
(e.g. 120, 240, 300, 600, 660, 1,060...) 

— Club 60. Join it! — 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 456 Main Street Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 186 


invites you to our 


2 


\ 


453-6500 
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В Торонті знов демонструють 


(УкріВісті)- -17 березня перед Генеральним консульством України 
в Торонті, протягом години проходив протест представників 
української громади Канади. Організаторами акції виступила 
Північноамериканська група підтримки громадянського Комітету 
захисту Конституції «Україна - без Кучми». 

В пікетуванні взяло участь понад 80 осіб. Це значно більше, 
аніж під час першого протесту 23 лютого. 

Протестанти тримали в руках плакати з портретами Президента 
Л. Кучми в арештантській робі з написами англійською мовою 
«Кучму - за грати!», плакати з фотографіями розгону 
демонстрантів 9 березня у Києві та інші. Серед плакатів були 
також портрети Ю. Тимошенко та Г. Гонгадзе. 

Протестанти передали заяву генеральному консулові України в 
Торонто В. Базіву де пишеться між іншим: 

«Українські події вже давно вийшли за географічні межі нашої 
батьківщини. Увесь світ напружено спостерігає за агонією Вашого 
режиму. Світове співтовариство продовжує закликати Вас до 
цивілізованого діялогу з опозицією, прозорого та неупередженого 
розслідування справи зі зникненням та вбивством журналіста 
Гонгадзе, недопущення утисків та переслідувань політичної опозиції, 
незалежних ЗМІ та журналістів». 

«Увага світової громадськості вкотре повертається до теми 
фальсифікації президентських та парляментських виборів, 
квітневого референдуму. Громадяни України, уряди Европи та 
США сподівалися на Ваш державний розум та громадянську 
мужність». 

«Однак, всупереч сподіванням, Ви відповіли терором! 

Якщо хтось допускав, що вбивство опозиційного журналіста — 
прикрий прорахунок Вашої команди, то вже наступні Ваші кроки 
переконали в протилежному». 

Протестанти Торонто також подали вимоги: 

« Негайно випустити з тюрем усіх заарештованих 9 березня 
учасників протестів; 

e Віддати під суд усіх тих, які чинили брутальну фізичну 
розправу над демонстрантами; міністрів-силовиків - до негайної 
відставки. 


Thomas А. 
Lukaszuk 


MLA, Edmonton - Castle Downs 


Дякую Bam 


«Тепер, коли Bu, виборці, вибрали мене щоб 
репрезентувати Вас в легіслятурі дуже важне 
є щоб Ви повідомляли мене про потреби та 
турботи Вашої громади. 


Я обіцюю, всім мешканцям округу Castle Downs, 
що буду репрезентувати всіх моїх виборців рівно 
та надіюся зустрічати Вас через наступних 


пару років та й дальше». 
- Thomas 


473-8555 


Sponsored by the Thomas A. Lukaszuk Campaign 
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Ющенка захищатимуть всім народом 


(«Українська Правда»)--На підтримку Ющенка 
збирати підписи в школах, гастрономах і просто 
на вулиці з 16 березня починають чотири правих 
партії - Рух Удовенка, «Реформи і Порядок» і 
КУН, а також Рух Костенка, що примкнув до 
перерахованих. «Батьківщину» проігнорували. 

Самі ініціятори кажуть, що юридичної сил 
автографи мати не будуть, зате вчинять психоло- 
гічний тиск на Кучму і парлямент, щоб ті не 
піддалися олігархам і комуністам, зажадавших 
відставки Ющенка. При нинішньому прем'єрові, 
вважають проющенківці, обидві сили несуть 
втрати - перші через ліквідацію тіньових схем 
в економіці, другі - через звуження протестного 
електорату. 

«Найбільша загроза уряду - на фоні масовки 
комуністів показати, що, з одного боку, над країною 
висить червона загроза, а з іншого - Ющенко не 
справляється з функціями і його треба звільнити. 
Це політичний антураж. А режи-серами виступають 
олігархи, у яких вже руки сверблять взяти владу 
в Україні», - вважає Костенко. 

Першими підписалися у довірі прем'єру на 
прес-конференції самі лідери партій - Віктор 
Пинзеник, Юрій Костенко, Геннадій Удовенко і 
Ярослава Стецько. 

До 10 квітня - дня звіту Ющенка - Пинзеник 
сподівається на кілька сотень тисяч автографів, 
Костенко - на декілька мільйонів. Коли підписи 


зберуть, їх, говорить лідер ПРП, «мішками 
урочисто внесуть в сесійну залю і, можливо, в 
адміністрацію президента». 

До збору підписів не залучили «Батьківщину», 
яка також горою за уряд Ющенка і навіть є 
партнером Руху Костенка за «Українською пра- 
вицею». Удовенко заявив УП, що вважає партії 
«олігархічною» і у Костенка «є проблеми, бо! 
він з нею співпрацює». Сам же Костенко послав- 
ся на ролю запрошеного до акції трьох партій 
- ПРП, КУНА і Руху Удовенка, хоча і сподіва- 
ється створити великий спільний блок на виборах 
в рамках «правиці», отже, включаючи й 
«Батьківщину». 

Можливість паралельного збору підписів в 
підтримку Ющенка і, наприклад, «за» дострокові 
президентські вибори ініціятори відкидають. «Ми 
ще не обговорювали», - говорить Пинзеник, 
який на пряме питання чи «підтримуєте ви 
Кучму» відповідає: «Ми підтримуємо Ющенка». 
У Костенка все більш заплутано: «Після пова- 
лення Ющенка гостро може встати питання про 
посаду президента. На мій погляд, сценарій після 
відставки уряду - виконуючий обов'язки прем'єра, 
тому що за затвердження на посаді можуть не 
проголосувати в Верховній Раді, або навіть 
прем'єр-міністр, який буде в.о. президента — 
якщо Юшенко піде, то Кучма залишиться без 
підтримки і без захисту». 


Є померлі від катувань серед затриманих 
9 березня - так думають в УНА-УНСО 


(«Українська Правда») -УНА-УНСО досі не 
може знайти близько 40 своїх членів, які були 
затримані 9 березня, і деяких з них може вже 
не бути в живих. Членів організації звільняють 
з райвідділів і відразу забирають до спецроз- 
подільників СБУ. Андрій Шкіль зараз перехо- 
вується. 

Ані міліція, ані СБУ жодної інформації не 
надає ні УНА-УНСО, ні родичам затриманих, 
повідомила YII прес-секретар організації Тетяна 
Чорновіл. «На сьогоднішній момент ми 
недораховуємо 60 членів організації. З них знаємо 
про долю лише 22. П'ятеро з них знаходяться в 
СІЗО СБУ, семеро знаходяться в лікарнях, 
десятеро в спецрозподільнику СБУ. Про долю 
близько сорока людей, які приймали участь в 
акціях 9 березня, нам не надано жодної інформації. 
Додому вони не повернулись». Про долю своїх 
активістів у штабі партії дізнаються лише одним 
єдиним способом, - коли хтось «виходить», він 
повідомляє, з ким він сидів. 

Той факт, що ніхто не надає інформації про 
затриманих і травмованих, «ми розцінюємо, як 
намагання приховати факти, що деяких з них 
вже немає в живих», - говорить Тетяна Чорновіл. 
На доказ своїх слів вона наводить такий факт - 
один з унсовців, тікаючи від переслідування 3 
офісу на Димитрова 6, потрапив під автомобіль, 
«Збиту людину ногами добивав «Беркут». 


Потерпілого з подібними травмами в лікарні 
нам не довелося знайти, тому є всі причини 
вважати, що його вже немає в живих», - говорять 
в УНА-УНСО. 

День народження керівник апарату проводу 
УНА-УНСО відсвяткує в компанії СБУшників. 
Подарунком Миколі Ляховичу було побиття п'ятю 
бригадами міліціонерів в актовому залі 
Московського РВВС. «Без свідомості з 
внутрішньо порожнинною кровотечею його 
встигли привезти в лікарню швидкої допомоги 
на Братиславській. 15 березня Миколі Ляховичу 
виповнилось 25 років. Однак його навіть не 
встигли поздоровити в лікарні, бо лікар спішно 
виписав лежачого хворого, його відвезли в 
Московське РВВС, а потім в СБУ». Найбільший 
строк затримання отримала активістка з Харкова. 
А один з унсовців утік з дарницького 
спецрозподільника. Про долю лідера УНА- 
УНСО Андрія Шкіля у штабі говорять, що з 
ним все добре і зараз його переховують. 

Також "Тетяна Чорновіл повідомила, що у 
четвер, 15 березня до штабу Української 
республіканської партії вірвалося двадцять людей 
в штатському. Вони представились працівниками 
СБУ і забрали члена проводу, голову черкаської 
організації Руслана Зайченка. При затриманні 
СБУшники говорять здебільшого одне: «Для 
свідчень щодо подій 9 березня». 


- Бажаєте більше дізнатися про послуги, 
які надає уряд? 


» Відпустка по догляду за дітьми 

e Планування Вашого виходу на пенсію 

» Методи раціонального використання 
енергії у Вашому домі 


» Пошук нової роботи 
» Інф-я про те, як почати свою справу 
» Інф-я про те, як отримати 

доступ до Інтернету 


Дізнайтеся більше про сотні існуючих послуг. Зателефонуйте до нас, і Ви зможете 
особисто поговорити з одним з наших представників англійською чи французькою 
мовою. Завітайте до нашого веб-сайту або зайдіть до найближчого до Вас 
Інформаційного центру урядових служб Канади (Service Canada Access Сепіге/ 
Centre d'accés Service Canada). 
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Oligarchs crank up pressure on Yushchenko 


(JF Monitor)—Ukraine’s businessmen in politics 
have ctanked up the pressure on Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko to have their representatives in the govern- 
ment by threatening a non-confidence vote in parliament 
against him on April 10 if he does not agree to a coali- 
tion government. President Leonid Kuchma, weakened 
and exhausted by popular protests and accusations of 
corruption, departed for a vacation in Crimea on March 
10, leaving Yushchenko one-on-one with the power- 
thirsty oligarchs. 

On March 11, leaders of the parliamentary majority 
and Yushchenko discussed the elements of a coalition 
agreement. A document is expected to be ready for sign- 
ing by Yushchenko and parliamentary speaker Ivan 
Plyushch by the end of March. Political bartering is 
now in full swing: Yushchenko would like to make as 
few concessions as possible to preserve his team of 
politically unaffiliated professionals, while leaders of 
the 11 factions comprising the majority are working 
out an internal agreement on personnel proposals among 
themselves. Not all of them are pushing for concessions 
from Yushchenko. The liberals and the nationalists from 
Reforms and Order, two Rukh factions and Fatherland 
have pledged unconditional support for Yushchenko. 
The People’s Democrats, the Greens, Apple and Soli- 
darity are skeptical abcuit the coalition government. But 
the majority’s largest and strongest factions, headed by 
the oligarchs from Kuchma’s entourage — the United 
Social Democrats (USDP), Regional Revival, and Labor 
Ukraine, are focusing seriously on their own ambitions. 

First Deputy Speaker Viktor Medvedchuk — leader 
of the faction putting the most pressure on Yushchenko, 
the USDP — said on March 12 that his main goal is 
that parliament should have a significant role in the 
appointments of regional governors. At present, the 
appointment and dismissal of governors is a solely presi- 
dential prerogative. The USDP is not demanding min- 
isterial portfolios, but wants governor’s posts in at least 
two of Ukraine’s 25 regions. Governors enjoy a practi- 
cally unlimited power in the regions. Through them, it 
would be fairly easy to direct both the privatization proc- 
ess and the 2002 parliamentary elections. Medvedchuk 
is thus demanding at least one concession from Kuchma 
rather than from Yushchenko. The ambitions of another 
oligarch, Oleksandr Volkov of Regional Revival, are 
greater: He wants for his faction the first deputy pre- 
mier’s post, the ministries of heath, emergencies and 


environment, the chairmanship of the state property 
fund, and the directorship of the Ukmnafta national oil 
company. Parliament’s second-largest faction, Labor 
Ukraine, has not yet come up with personnel propos- 
als. But their leader, former Economics Minister Serhiy 
Tyhypko, is a staunch advocate of the “coalition gov- 
ernment” idea. 

The Communists, parliament’s largest faction, have 
reiterated that they will vote for Yushchenko’s dismissal 
on April 10, but deny accusations of conspiring with 
the oligarchs against Yushchenko. Staunch Marxists, 
they say that they simply want to use this opportunity 
to get rid of the pro-market, pro-Western government. 
On March 15, some 3,000 Communists picketed par- 
liament, Kuchma’s office and the government, chant- 
ing anti-Kuchma and anti- Yushchenko slogans. 
Yushchenko received their representatives, who de- 
manded that he either return the country to the Soviet- 
style command economy, cease privatization and agri- 
cultural reforms, or face dismissal. : 

Yushchenko, reluctant to make concessions to the 
oligarchs, has accused them of instigating a political 
crisis and upsetting the balance in parliament. He has 
also accused them of attempting to take control over 
the money flows in the economy and reverse reforms 
in the energy sector. On March 16, he mocked 
Medvedchuk’s ambitions, saying that “the government 
is no branch of the USDP.” In an attempt to draw 
Kuchma to his side, Yushchenko accused his opponents 
of trying to take power away from the president, even 
hinting that the oligarchs might have been behind the 
recent mass anti-presidential protests. To stave off a 
non-confidence motion, Yushchenko will play on dif- 
ferences within the centre-right parliament majority, 
which is on the verge of breaking apart over the issues 
of allegiance to him and support for Kuchma in the 
current crisis. Pro- Yushchenko factions (Reforms and 
Order, the Rukhs and Fatherland) tend to sympathize 
with anti-Kuchma street protesters. If Kuchma does 
not help Yushchenko out, these factions may break with 
the rest of the pro-Kuchma majority, effectively putting 
an end to it. It seems certain that if Yushchenko is dis- 
missed, the majority — which was several years and 
enormous effort in the making — will collapse. The 
oligarchs would lose the influence they now wield in 
parliament. They therefore cannot push too hard in 
negotiating with Yushchenko. 


Yushchenko says cabinet loyal to Kuchma 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko told 
journalists on March 7 that his cabinet “has no minis- 
ters opposing the presidential course,” Interfax reported. 

Yushchenko said the cabinet constructively cooper- 
ates with the president and implements the “directives 
and political concepts that were laid down by the presi- 
dent in his annual message [to the parliament] last year.” 

Yushchenko seems to have reacted to President 
Leonid Kuchma’s demand, the previous day, that all 
state officials publicly renounce ties to the opposition 
or leave their posts. 

Kuchma said on March 6 that state officials have one 
week to publicly renounce ties to the opposition or re- 
sign their posts. 

“T suggest that every civil servant, starting with min- 
isters, who are members of, or sympathize with... op- 
position groups, should decide within a week whether 
to give up their jobs in authority bodies or publicly re- 
nounce anti-state groups,” Interfax quoted Kuchma as 

saying. 


According to Kuchma, such a step by officials would 
be “politically correct and honest.” 

The president added that some officials, including 
those of “the highest rank,” have taken a “wait-and- 
see position” on Ukraine’s current situation. 

“One has an impression that some people want to 
keep silent, which is equivalent to passively encour- 
aging those actions [by the opposition]. I do not un- 
derstand or accept this,” Kuchma said. 

On March 5 Kuchma said he is not going to dismiss 
the cabinet of Yushchenko. 

He noted, however, that the government should be 
efficient and depend more on the parliamentary major- 
ity. 

According to Kuchma, current relations between the 
government and the parliamentary majority are not de- 
veloping well. 

Kuchma said Yushchenko should cooperate with all 
caucuses in the majority, not only with those 
Yushchenko “likes.” 


Pechersk court to question Tymoshenko in jail 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—Kyiv’s Pechersk district 
court head Judge Mykola Zamkovenko decided on 
March 13 that prosecutors would question former 
Deputy Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko in 
Lukianvivsky jail where she has been incarcerated for 
the last month. 

Zamkovenko made the decision after an eight-hour 
court hearing on the legality of Tymoshenko’s arrest, 
in line with a motion filed by her lawyer. During the 
hearing, the court heard a statement by Tymoshenko 
on her inability to attend due to the condition of her 
health. 

“Tf Yulia Viadymyrovna (Tymoshenko) can’t, then 
we will come to her. The law allows this,” said 
Zamkovenko. 

During the hearing, Tymoshenko’s lawyer Oleksandr 
Shvets, and her public defenders — Conservative Re- 
publican Party head Stepan Khmara and Batkivshchyna 
faction head Oleksandr Turchynov pointed out the ille- 
gality of her arrest. They believe Tymoshenko did not 
want to hide from law-enforcement bodies and did not 

interfere in the investigation into her case. 

According to the lawmakers, Tymoshenko had always 
attended the interrogations by investigators. 


Due to this, Tymoshenko’s defenders asked the court 
to cancel the preventive punishment of Tymoshenko, 
or to release her on bond. 

The Prosecutor-General’s Office, however, opposed 
her release. 

“We are against her release. And Tymoshenko should 
not be released on bond because the amount of dam- 
age she caused has not been determined,” said the 
GPO’s representative. 

The two PGO representatives noted that the basis 
for Tymoshenko’s arrest were several criminal cases 
filed against her. 

“The filing of a criminal case is already grounds to 
take Tymoshenko into custody, said the GPO’s repre- 
sentative. 

However, the PGO was not able to provide official 
information on any attempts by Tymoshenko to leave 
the country. 

Earlier, 71 deputies appealed to the PGO to release 
Tymoshenko under their guarantees, stating that her 
health was at risk. The PGO, however, did not respond 
to the appeal. 

In February, state prosecutors charged Tymoshenko 
with bribery and placed her under arrest. 
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Kwasniewski urges Kuchma 

not to use force, offers 0 
mediate with opposition 


(RFE/RL/Eastern Economist)—Polish President Aleksander 
Kwasniewski told his visiting Ukrainian counterpart Leonid Kuchma in 
Kazimerz Dolny on March 15 that he should use not force, but dialogue, 
for resolving the current political unrest at home, PAP reported. 

Kuchma responded that he is ready for dialogue with the opposition, 
but only within the framework of the law and the constitution. Kuchma 
added: 

“When the so-called opposition wants to dictate the resignation of a 
president...protesting with sharp metal objects and Molotov cocktails in 
their hands — how can we talk to such groups?” 

Polish Television reported that the Ukrainian president said he will not 
talk to “fascists” who provoke social disorder in Ukraine. 

A day before the visit, the head of the Polish International Affairs de- 
partment under the presidential office, Andrzej Majkowski, stated that 
isolating Ukraine and its president is “the worst thing” that could happen 
and would work to the advantage of everyone who wants to take Ukraine 
off the road to Europe. 

“We cannot isolate Ukraine because that would be bad for Europe, for 
us and for Ukraine; we should talk as long as possible,” he added. 

Kwasniewski has also offered his service as a mediator between Kuchma 
and Ukrainian opposition forces. 

While in Poland, Kuchma was met by the Polish opposition. Representa- 
tives of the confederation of independent Poland — Patriotic Camp, headed 
by Polish parliament deputy Adam Slomka met Kuchma and Kwasniewski 
with demands that political prisoners in Ukraine be set free. 

Prior to meeting Kuchma, Kwasniewski met representatives of the 
Ukrainian opposition. 

Verkhovna Rada deputy Volodymyr Filenko from the Reformy-Kongres 
faction said that Kwasniewski promised to demand that Kuchma launch 
talks with the opposition, reach an understanding with public leaders in 
business, regional and youth organizations and provide a political push 
for economic reforms in Ukraine. 

Kwasniewski and Kuchma plan to hold another meeting in June in 
Dnipropetrovsk. 


Yushchenko calls for complete investigation 
(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko on March 16 called for a 
thorough investigation into the murder of Heorhiy Gongadze, Interfax 
reported. Yushchenko added that he does not believe President Leonid 
Kuchma ordered Gongadze to be killed. “Morally, I cannot assume that 
the country’s president may somehow be involved in Heorhiy Gongadze’s 
disappearance. It would be a tragedy for me,” Yushchenko said. 


Aid for flood victims urged 

(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has called on authoritative bodies, 
political and public organizations, and all citizens to help the residents of 
Zakarpattya (Transcarpathia), which has been flooded by the rising rivers 
Tysa and Latorytsya, Interfax reported on March 8. The flood inundated 
some 200 settlements, forced nearly 13,000 Ukrainians to leave their 
homes, and killed six people. Some 40,000 people on both sides of the 
Ukrainian-Hungarian border are working to repair damage and prevent 
the situation from worsening. 


Police picket parliament 

(RFE/RL)—Some 5,000 policemen, including many police veterans, pick- 
eted the parliamentary building on March 20, demanding the restoration 
of privileges to law enforcement officers, higher wages, and the punish- 
ment of those responsible for violent clashes during the March 9 anti- 
presidential protests, Interfax reported. In 1999 the parliament canceled 
privileges to law enforcement officers that covered the payment of rents, 
transportation fees, and vouchers for stays in sanatoriums and recreation 
centres. 


Eight die in helicopter crash 

(Eastern Economist)—A Ukrainian Mi-8 military transport helicopter 
crashed March 19 near Kherson. All eight soldiers that were aboard per- 
ished. No civilian deaths were reported in the crash. The accident occurred 
as the aircraft was being tested for parachuting purposes. Defense Minis- 
ter Oleksandr Kuzmuk is returning from the military exhibition IDEX- 
2001 to deal with the incident. 


Gazprom charges theft 

(RFE/RL)—Gazprom head Rem Vyakhirey on March 20 said Ukraine is 
still siphoning off Russian transit gas, the “Eastern Economist Daily” re- 
ported on March 21. Vyakhirev noted that Ukraine has not yet paid for 
supplied gas, adding that Kyiv’s gas debt to Russia now totals US$2 bil- 
lion. 


Ombudswoman warns against civil war 
(RFEARL)—Ukraine’s ombudswoman Nina Karpachova has called оп 
politicians to come to the negotiating table in order, to “constructively 
resolve” the current political unrest in Ukraine, Interfax reported on March 
12. Karpachova made her appeal while visiting hospitalized policemen 
who suffered injuries in March 9 clashes with demonstrators in Kyiv pro- 
testing against President Leonid Kuchma. “All should be aware of the 
threat of civil war [in Ukraine],” Karpachova said. 
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Українські Вісті ye незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
із передплать оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо 
підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Time to take action 


on Odynsky and 
other D & D cases 


The March 2 ruling on the Denaturalization and Deportation of Toronto 
resident Wasyl Odynsky very explicitly points out everything that is wrong 
with the D & D policy. 

In it, Justice Andrew MacKay states the following: 

“Tt is worth note that there was no evidence before the Court of any par- 
ticular activity of mr. Odynsky that could be characterized as brutal or 
criminal, or as directly threatening to any individual.” 

And that: 

“(1) on the evidence before me I find that Mr. Odynsky did not volun- 
tarily join the SS auxiliary forces, or voluntarily serve with them at Trawniki 
or Poniatowa, or later with the Battalion Streibel; 

“(2) there was no evidence of any incident in which he was involved 
that could be considered as directed wrongfully at any other individual, 
whether a forced labourer-prisoner, or any other person; 

“(3) no evidence was presented of any wrongdoing by Mr. Odynsky 
since he came to Canada, now more than 50 years ago;” 

Yet, he can still be stripped oh his citizenship by the federal Cabinet and 
be deported by the Department of Immigration and Citizenship because 
the judge found that “on the balance of probabilities” he misrepresented 
himself upon coming to Canada. 

As the Ukrainian Canadian Congress points out applications for immi- 
gration have been destroyed in large numbers over the years, so that evi- 
dence for possible revocation of citizenship or deportation has become 
largely unavailable. This means even this “balance of probabilities” is 
really just guess work. 

Furthermore, it should be pointed out that the Government of Canada, 
in announcing the D & D policy in 1995 clearly stated: 

“The key criterion in all these proceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality. If that cannot be proven, no proceed- 
ings will be considered.” 

Nevertheless, the government proceeded with its case against Wasyl 
Odynsky — even though they had no “existence of some evidence of 
individual criminality”. In fact, the government did not even bother to 
charge him with any individual crime. 

Now that the judgement was come down, now that Odynsky can still be 
deported under a “balance of probabilities” technicality even though he is 
innocent of any individual war crimes and has led an exemplary life while 
in Canada, the next avenue of appeal is the Cabinet itself, which has the 
right to strip him of his citizenship. 

As members of the Ukrainian community we must now launch a major 
campaign to inform both members of the Cabinet and individual MPs of 
the circumstances not only of the Odynsky case, but other cases such as 
those of Volodymyr Katriuk or Helmut Oberlander where the respondent 
can still be deported even though no evidence has been presented of any 
individual war crime. At the same time we should meet with opposition 
parties pointing out to them why they should raise this issue of gross in- 
justice in the House of Commons. And our position should be spelled out 

very clearly. In no case where there has been no evidence found of any 
individual war crimes should any person be stripped of his citizenship. 
And because the D & D process is not going after people who have com- 
mitted any individual crimes as it had been originally intended to, then it 
should be discontinued. 

At the local level this should be done by all community organizations, 
all branches and provincial council of the UCC that have specific contacts 
they can use. So that we all speak with as united voice, this campaign 
should be coordinated by the National Headquarters of the UCC. 
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By Lubomyr Luciuk 

To you he’s just an old man in Toronto. Maybe you’ve 
heard he’s a Nazi. He’s not. To me he’s actually a vic- 
tim. Let me tell you why. 

Just over three years ago federal investigators came, 
unexpectedly, to his home. They questioned him about 
what he did in the war. There was no interpreter present, 
and no counsel. He tried to be helpful. He shouldn’t 
have. His own testimony was later twisted against him. 
Soon thereafter he was served with papers alleging that 
he misrepresented himself upon immigrating to Canada. 
Then his nightmare began. 

Reporters came pounding on his door, frightening his 
wife, then scribbling headlines with an inflammatory 
spin: “Did you know there is a Nazi War Criminal liv- 
ing in your neighbourhood?” But how, you wonder, can 
a man be labeled a war criminal even before his trial is 
done? The answer can be summed up with three words 
— Ignorance, Prejudice, Indifference. I’ve only met 
Odynsky once. He is certainly not able to answer re- 
porters’ questions as cleverly as they are usually asked. 
And, yes, he has an east European accent, is elderly, 
and is of limited means. But, instead of evoking sym- 
pathy, his condition made it even easier for a braying 
media to stereotype him as evasive, obviously, in their 
unlettered opinions, guilty as charged. Tellingly, not one 
journalist made any serious effort to hear his side of 
the story. They couldn’t care less. All they wanted were 
scintillating headlines. After all, next to Sex, what sells 
better than Swastikas? 

Before the trial began I thought the state might drop 
its case. After all, there was not a shred of evidence 
that pointed to Odynsky having been involved in any 
war crime, as even the government’s lawyers admitted, 
early on. But they pressed on. I guess I was naive. I 
should know by now that these proceedings have never 
been about justice. They are exercises in selective 
memory, in bias. 

So let me tell you a few things about Wasyl. He was 
born in a small village in western Ukraine. He finished 
Grade 5, then had to leave school to work on the family 
farm. When the war broke out, and the Nazis came, he 
was just a teenager. He was forcibly conscripted. He 
never saw his parents again. After the judge heard all 
this, and much more, he pondered his decision. And, 
on March 2, after 13 nerve-wracking postponements, 
Justice Andrew MacKay, of the Federal Court of 
Canada, found what we had known all along. Wasyl 
Odynsky was not a Nazi. Wasyl Odynsky was never 
involved in a war crime. Wasyl Odynsky is not a war 
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criminal. And when Wasyl Odynsky served in an aux- 
iliary guard unit it was under threat of death. The 
learned judge even found that Wasyl has been nothing 
less than a good citizen since immigrating in 1949. 
Good news, right? 

Nope. None of these findings count. What does is 
that Wasyl may have lied at Canada’s gates, a half cen- 
tury ago. And, for that, he can today be denaturalized 
and deported, a decision that rests with Cabinet. 

Even worse, if you read the headlines of major Ca- 
nadian newspapers, like The Globe and Mail (eg Judge 
Won’t Bloc Deportation of Ex-Nazi), or The Toronto 
Star, (eg Ex-Nazi Lied to Live Here, Judge Rules), you 
would have thought Wasyl was exactly what the judge 
found him not to be, nameiy a Nazi. Adding 
disinformation to defamation, the only commentaries 
solicited about the ruling came from spokesmen for 
lobby groups that long ago prejudged Odynsky, assum- 
ing his guilt not because of what he did, but because, 
simply, he was a Ukrainian. 

During what were three paralyzing years for the 
Odynsky family I witnessed, unbelievingly, how their 
lives have been disrupted, their life savings drained, 
and their honour besmirched by the organs of a coun- 
try which Wasy] and his wife Maria so lovingly helped 
build over 50 years of hard work. I would never have 
believed that a witch-hunt could happen in modern 
times, least of all in Canada. Yet that is exactly what 
has happened to Wasyl Odynsky, as surely as if he was 
being tied to a stake to be burned. Still, I am not one of 
those who intends to plead for clemency. Wasyl 
Odynsky is not guilty of any crime that merits so cruel 
and unusual a punishment as to be stripped of one’s 
Canadian citizenship and deported to a foreign land. 
No one should have to beg for a pardon for an inno- 
cent man. For the record, let everyone understand that 
if he is exiled, far from his wife and family, then we as 
a society will be doing nothing less than sentencing 
him to a slow death. Those who orchestrated this trav- 
esty should remember that. Many of us won’t forget. 
And if Wasyl Odynsky is deported then it will be Prime 
Minister Chretien and his Cabinet who will have to 
live with the knowledge that they sent an innocent man 
to his grave. 


Lubomyr Luciuk, PhD, is director of research for the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association. His 
latest book, Searching For Place: Ukrainian Displaced 
Persons, Canada, and the Migration of Memory was 
published by the University of Toronto Press (2006). 


UCC position on Revocations of Citizenship 
obtained a half century ago 


(UCC-National Headquarters)—In 1995, the Federal 
Government introduced its new Denaturalization and 
Deportation Policy against individuals suspected of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity during WWII. 

The Government stated that such revocation of citi- 
zenship proceedings would be initiated against Cana- 
dians who acquired their citizenship almost half a cen- 
tury ago, notwithstanding the fact that the Deschenes 
Commission reported in 1986 that: 

“Applications for immigration and connected docu- 
ments have been destroyed in large numbers over the 
years, consistently with retention and removal policies 
in force with Canadian government departments and 
agencies, more particularly Immigration, External Af- 
fairs, RCMP and CSIS, so that evidence for possible 
revocation of citizenship or deportation has become 
largely unavailable.” 

However, the Government declare that: 

“The key criterion in all these proceedings is the ex- 
istence of some evidence of individual criminality. If 
that cannot be proven, no proceedings will be consid- 
ered.” 

In the final decision of The Minister of Citizenship 

and Immigration V. Odynsky, 2001 FCT 138, rendered 
on March 2, 2001, the Federal Court of Canada, pre- 
sented with a matter of revocation of citizenship ac- 
quired almost half a century ago (1955 to be more pre- 
cise), concluded that: 
“Tt is worth note that there was no evidence before the 
Court of any particular activity of mr. Odynsky that 
could be characterized as brutal or criminal, or as di- 
rectly threatening to any individual.” 

and that: 

“(1) on the evidence before me I find that Mr. Odynsky 
did not voluntarily join the SS auxiliary forces, or vol- 
untarily serve with them at Trawniki or Poniatowa, or 
later with the Battalion Streibel; 

(2) there was no evidence of any incident in which he 
was involved that could be considered as directed 
wrongfully at any other individual, whether a forced 
labourer-prisoner, or any other person; 


(3) no evidence was presented of any wrongdoing 
by Mr. Odynsky since he came to Canada, now more 
than 50 years ago;” 

Moreover, the Federal Court of Canada stated that 
here was no evidence of war crimes or crimes against 
humanity committed during WW1 in the earlier cases 
of: 

» Canada (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration) 
у, Vitols, (1998) F.C.J. No. 1373; 

» Canada (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration) 
у. Duek, (1998) F.C.J. No. 1829; 

e The Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and 
Katriuk, Docket: T-2409-96; 

e The Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and 
Podins, Docket: T-1093-97; and 

e The Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and 
Oberlander, Docket: T-866-95. 

In light of these cases, the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress (UCC) contends that the Canadian Government 
is not abiding by its undertaking to initiate proceed- 
ings against Canadians for events that occurred a half 
century ago only if there is “evidence of individual 
criminality” . 

The UCC continues to assert that in cases where 
“evidence of individual criminality” is uncovered, the 
Government of Canada should prosecute such individu- 
als before Canadian courts of criminal jurisdiction in 
accordance with Canadian criminal law and Canadian 
standards of evidence in criminal proceedings. 

According to the UCC, the Canadian Government 
should not resort to denaturalization and deportation 
proceedings to deal with the issue of Canadians sus- 
pected of war crimes during the Second World War 
since: 

(a) such proceedings are inadequate to determine a 
person’s guilt or innocence as a war criminal; 

(b) such proceedings suppose, therefore, that another 
country will address this issue in Canada’s place; and 

(c) applications for immigration and connected docu- 
ments have been destroyed in large numbers over the 
years by government employees. 
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Diaspora scholars call on 
Ukraine to uphold rule of law 


(UkrNews)—A group of leading scholars and pro- 
fessionals in Ukrainian Studies and related disciplines 
from more than 82 different universities, institutions, 
and organizations in Canada, the United States, Europe, 
Australia, and Japan have called on the political lead- 
ership of Ukraine to uphold its commitment to the rule 
of law, due process, and freedom of the press, expres- 
sion, and assembly. 

In a statement, first released on March 6, they ex- 
pressed their serious misgivings regarding the handling 
of the investigation into the death of Heorhiy Gongadze, 
the outspoken journalist who disappeared on Sept. 16, 
and supported calls for an independent, full, transpar- 
ent, and credible investigation of Gongadze’s murder 
and of all the evidence that has emerged from the case. 

“Only an honest attempt to uncover the truth can re- 
store the country’s image and promise and help Ukraine 
avoid becoming a pariah in the world community.” 

As of March 20, 320 people — including the editor 
of this newspaper — had signed the statement. 

The group also declared its deep concern about the 
state of civil rights in Ukraine. 

“We deplore the continuing reprisals, threats, and 
implicit threats of reprisal against those media, jour- 
nalists, students, teachers, and other Ukrainians who 
dare to speak their minds openly and freely on the cur- 
rent crisis. The persistent efforts to prevent and obstruct 
peaceful demonstrations raise disturbing questions 
about the commitment to freedom of speech and as- 


sembly, which are guaranteed in Ukraine’s Constitu- 
tion.” 

On March 1, just days after President Leonid 
Kuchma had promised a visiting delegation of U.S. 
Congressmen that the conflict with the opposition 
would not be resolved through force, Ukrainian police 
tore down a tent camp in the center of Kyiv which had 
been erected by protesters demanding that the Presi- 
dent resign over the mysterious death of the journalist. 

The statement is notable in that it represents virtu- 
ally the entire spectrum of Ukrainian Studies, both sen- 
ior scholars as well as junior faculty and graduate stu- 
dents, members of academic institutions as well as pro- 
fessional associations and émigré scholarly organiza- 
tions. 

As one of the signatories remarked, “We all share a 
profound sympathy for Ukraine. Our statement does 
not support any particular political party or movement. 
We respect the fact that this crisis can only be solved 
by the citizens of Ukraine. Rather, the statement re- 
flects our concern regarding certain very worrisome 
trends in Ukraine and reaffirms our support for a basic 
set of democratic principles that Ukrainians themselves 
have professed.” 

The petition is part of a growing reaction in the West 
to the deepening political crisis in Ukraine. On March 
1, in an open letter in the Financial Times, George Soros 
urged President Kuchma to step aside so that the in- 
vestigation could go forward. 


Canadian, U.S. students add their voice 


(UkrNews)—Students from both Canadian and U.S. 
universities have added their voice to the March 6 state- 
ments of the Scholars and professionals. 

On the same day the scholars’ statement came out, 
30 students signed the supporting statement. 

Also that day the statement was posted at: 
<www.ukrainianstudies.org/petition.htm> for other sig- 
natories. 

The students issued their statement to students in Kyiv 
demonstrating in front of the Taras Shevchenko monu- 
ment in Kyiv. 

“Your efforts have not gone unnoticed. Please accept 
our sincere gratitude for all that you are doing to pro- 
mote democratic principles,” state the North American 
students who also; 

¢ Pledge their support to all of the students who have 
spent the past several weeks in front of the Shevchenko 
monument in Kyiv defending freedom of speech and 
of the press, and asking for a thorough and impartial 
investigation into the murder of the journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze. 

e Strongly criticize the attacks by the police against, 


and the forceful dismantling of, protest camps. “We 
are especially appalled that the student tent city was 
taken down by force on March 7, 2001. The individu- 
als who have erected tent cities and protest camps are 
exercising their inalienable right to gather in public 
and to express their opinion. We highly respect and 
admire those students who have the courage to engage 
in such forms of protest.” 

¢ Call upon the Ukrainian government to respect the 
rights guaranteed by the Ukrainian Constitution. 

» Call upon our their own governments to lend a help- 
ing hand to Ukraine’s fledgling democracy. 

Following the March 9 violence by the Presidential 
Administration building in Kyiv, the student signato- 
ries added a statement that they also protest “the physi- 
cal attacks and arrests of the students who took part in 
the “Za Pravdu” congress on March 9, 2001. 

“These individuals were exercising their constitu- 
tional right to gather in public and to express their opin- 
ion. We highly respect and admire those students who 
have the courage to engage in such forms of protest,” 
they said. 


Zlenko to visit Canada for talks on unrest 


Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoly Zlenko will visit 
Canada this month for talks which are likely to focus 
on Ottawa’s unhappiness with the turmoil in Ukraine, 
Canadian officials said on March 14. 

Zienko is set to spend March 26 in Ottawa for dis- 
cussions with his Canadian counterpart John Manley, 
who will stress that Canada wants Kyiv to improve its 
record on human rights and its treatment of the media, 
reported Reuters. 

“We want to see change in Ukraine. We want to see 
transparency in how the government is dealing with 
the challenges it is facing from its citizens,” said for- 
eign ministry spokesman Carl Schwenger. 

Canada, which has a large Ukrainian diaspora, prides 
itself on close ties with Kyiv and was the first Western 
country to recognize Ukraine’s declaration of independ- 
ence in December 1991 when the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed. 

But Canada, like the United States and European 


Union, is losing patience with Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma over his crackdown on opponents and 
a growing scandal over the murder of an independent 
journalist. 

“The goal of the exercise is for Minister Zlenko to 
come here and tell us what’s going on in Ukraine. We 
are in listening mode, we welcome the opportunity to 
get a firsthand briefing,” said Schwenger. 

“He can expect to hear from Canadian ministers 
about our concerns, which relate to good government, 
transparency and a free and open media.” 

Zlenko will also meet International Trade Minister 
Pierre Pettigrew and International Cooperation Minis- 
ter Maria Minna. 

Ukrainian embassy spokesman Taras Malyshevskiy 
said Zlenko might also meet Canadian Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien or Deputy Prime Minister Herb Gray. 
He declined to comment on whether Canada’s unhap- 
piness with Kyiv would be on the agenda. 


UCPBF discusses upcoming Zlenko visit with Manley 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadian Professional and 
Business Federation President Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 
and Executive Member at Large Borys Gengalo met 
with Canada’s Foreign Minister Michael Manley March 
7 to discuss the upcoming visit of his Ukrainian coun- 
terpart Anatoliy Zlenko later this month. 

Among the key points they made: 

¢ UCPBF does not endorse any stepping away from 
Ukraine by Canada despite the Presidential crisis. It 
separates President Leonid Kuchma’s presonal situa- 
tion from that of the Office of the President and urges 
the President to exonerate himself as soon as possible, 
but not at the expense of human rights and the rule of 
law as appears to be the tactic being taken in Ukraine 
at the present time; 


» UCPBF also urges Canada to take a lead among 
the Western powers in partnership with Ukraine to 
mount a dialogue on peace and security, including the 
role of Ukraine as a strategic linchpin; the undermin- 
ing influence to peace and security by criminal ele- 
ments via prostitution, drugs or money laundering by 
launching an international conference; 

e UCPBF invites Canada to consider launching а 
world class policy and research centre to provide in- 
dependent policy considerations on Ukraine; and 

» Consider establishing a Secretary of State position 
for Ukraine and Eastern Europe to ensure enhanced 
Ministerial attention. 

UCPBF will be in touch with CIDA in the near term 
to pursue the technical assistance considerations. 


MYCHAILO'S 

Й UKRAINIAN 
DATING 
SERVICE 


WEST ARKA 


2282 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ont, Canada М65 1N9 
Fine Gifts 

Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts 
Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics, 
Embroidered Goods and Supplies 
Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines, 
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies 
All Services to Ukraine, Mai-orders 


A. В. CHORNY 


Tel.: (416) 762-8751 + Fax: (416) 767-6839 


24 BELVIA RD. 
BOX 191 
TORONTO, ONT. 
CANADA M8W 3R3 


(416) 695-2458 


Email: andrew@westarka.com 
Web site: westarka.com 


ST. VLADIMIR'S COLLEGE INC. 
Private Residential Catholic High School 


Grade 9-10-11-12 2001-2002 Academic Year 


How important is your son's High School education to you? 
High School Education: is your son receiving the be 


St. Vladimir's College - High School Provides: 
» Small class sizes. Student-Teacher Ratio: 10:1 « A religious and 
moral climate A sports program » Dedicated, professional teachers 
and support staff An excellent boarding facility in Roblin, Manitoba 
Parents and prospective studens are invited to obtain an admission 
package by contacting the school at 204-937-2173 or in writing: 


St. Vladimir's College Inc. 
P.O. Box 789, Roblin, Manitoba ROL 1P0 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 115 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 


Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 
780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


І Y UKRAINE TOUR - Our first tour July 2-17 is sold out. We have | 1 
' 47 people from across North America joining us оп this exciting 16 ; 
| day all-inclusive group tour. 

, Our second and final tour for 2001 goes from Aug. 6-21. : 
1 The itinerary is exactly Ше same as our July tour and the package is 
all-inclusive. For a detailed brochure give us a call. 


І | SUMMER OF 2002 - Along with our all-inclusive escorted tour і 
1 of Western Ukraine think about joining us оп а cruise from Kyiv 1 
! along the Dnipro River to the Black Sea and on to the Crimean : I 
: Peninsula. 

1 COUNTRY MUSIC TOUR - Our annual Country Music Tour to ' 
! Nashville, Branson and New Orleans goes from October 6-18, 2001. у 
" We have limited availability. 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 810 
CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 
Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 
http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 
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PHOTOS — ROMAN PETRIW 


1809 Toronto St., Regina, SK S4P 1M7 | 


The Poltava Ensemble of Song, Music and Dance of the 
Association of United Ukrainian Canadians of Regina is 
seeking applicants for the position of Dance Director for the 
2001-2002 season. The Director will be responsible for 
choreography and instruction of the Poltava Ensemble Dancers, 
as well as senior groups in the Poltava School of Dance. 


The successful candidate must be familiar with the regions of 
Ukraine, as well as that of Russia and the Republic of Moldova. 


Dead line for applications is May 15, 2001. 


Please forward a resume with references to: 


Poltava Ensemble Artistic Committee 
Ukrainian Cultural Centre 

1809 Toronto Street, Regina, SK S4P 1M7 
Phone: (306) 522-1188 

E-mail: zshmyr @accesscomm.ca 


UKRAINIAN WOMEN'S 
ORGANIZATION 


presents a 


featuring 


ГО UKRAINIAN DANCE COSTUMES 
Colourful regional dress and performances presented 
by the 
Ukrainian Cheremosh Dance Society 
and 
Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 2001 


Ukrainian National Federation Hall, 10629 - 98 Street 
Adults $7.00, Students $3.50. Children under 12 free (includes refieshments & cake) 


pasky, babky and pysanky 
(Easter Eggs) by Chester Kuc 


Pyrohy and borscht will be available. 


For further information phone Luba at 474-3352 


By Larissa Podilsky 

On March 3 the Vohon Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
of Edmonton staged their “Expressions” tour perform- 
ance at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium in 
Edmonton. 

Under the direction of Ken Kachmar and assistant 
director Debbie Kachmar, the dance group of over 50 
members delighted a home town crowd. 

The first half of the the show called “An Evolving 
Spirit” depicted the evolution of Ukrainian folk dance 
over time. The early beginnings of folk dance focused 
around the musicians that inspired the villagers of all 
ages to dance spontaneously together. Use of folk in- 
struments and original works of music added nicely to 
the authenticity of this portion of the show set in a 
Bukovynian village. 

The next phase of Ukrainian dance saw it become a 
rehearsed performing art. This type of Ukrainian dance 
was brought to North America by Vasyl Avremenko. 

Archival film footage of Avremenko and his students 
was shown in celebration of 75 years of Avremenko’s 
teaching of Ukrainian dance in Canada and a typical 
dance as would have been taught during the time pe- 
riod was performed. Further development of Ukrain- 
ian dance saw influences of ballet, jazz, modern dance 
which were performed on a larger level in stage pro- 
ductions. 

A fast paced Hutzul dance and duet highlighted the 
new level of choreography and excitement of Ukrain- 
ian dance. The last portion of the first half transformed 
Ukrainian dance to new levels of innovation and ex- 
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citement with a futuristic “Michael Flately meets 
Ukrainian dance” type production. 

With original dance steps and variations, modern 
music, costumes, sets and lighting, this was a spec- 
tacular dance greatly received by an enthusiastic audi- 
ence. Somewhat anticlimactic though, was the attempt 
to tie in the continued importance and symbolism of 
the embroidered rushnyk. The rushnyk appeared “frail” 
suspended from the roof in comparison to the over- 
sized sets, strobe lights and shiny silver and red cos- 
tumes. 

The second half of the show took on a new theme 
called “The King’s Court’. The first dances involved 
the preparations for the King’s arrival and entertain- 
ment by the court jesters. Both these dances were some- 
what lengthy and uncaptivating. A Volyn regional dance 
was then followed by a women’s scarf dance. Clever 
use of the colours on both sides of the scarfs made this 
a very captivating number. The Kozaks then entered 
the court in successful attempts to entertain the King. 
A well choreographed and executed drinking mug 
dance was followed by various solo pieces. А one man 
“wrestling match” was a real crowd pleaser as well as 
the use of fire were highlights in the second half. The 
storyline was somewhat weak, but it did carry the sec- 
ond half through to a highly energetic hopak and en- 
cores. 

Overall, “Expressions” was a very enjoyable con- 
cert of quality dancing with high calibre solos, numer- 
ous unique lifts, original music, culminating in the 
trademark fast paced Vohon hopak. 
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Violence erupts in Kyiv 


(JF Monitor/RFE/RL)—More anti-presidential vio- 
lence broke out in Kyiv on March 9, the anniversary of 
the birth of the 19-century Ukrainian poet Taras 
Shevchenko. While recent protests, which include the 
mass demonstrations of late February, are hardly a revo- 
lution in the making, the aggressive mood of the oppo- 
sition has put the government on nervous alert. Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma is accused both of corruption and 
undemocratic practices and of responsibility for the dis- 
appearance of opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
last autumn. 

Each year the president lays flowers at the base of a 
monument to Shevchenko, who is regarded nationally 
as a symbol of resistance to oppression. Early on the 
morning of March 9, anti-Kuchma protestors — who 
had warned the authorities of their intention to disrupt 
the ceremony — were confronted by several thousand 
riot policemen. As Kuchma quietly laid the flowers, 
demonstrators attempted to break through the police 
cordon, snatching shields and truncheons from the po- 
licemen. In the ensuing violence, Socialist MP 
Valentyna Semenyuk was beaten by the police. Sev- 
eral protesters were then detained and taken to a dis- 
trict police department. The crowd, which numbered 
some 7,000-10,000, followed — to “liberate” them. The 
detainees were released. Meanwhile, a smaller crowd 
of protesters approached the now-abandoned 
Shevchenko monument. Chanting anti-presidential slo- 
gans and several of Shevchenko’s poems, these dem- 
onstrators tore down and trampled the wreaths Kuchma 
had laid. They then moved on to the presidential office. 
There, however, the organizers of the demonstrations, 
for the most part moderates, failed to prevent violence. 
Members of the far right Ukrainian National Assembly 
— the Ukrainian National Self-Defense (UNA-UNSO) 
— attacked the police, who retaliated with truncheons 
and tear gas. Over 60 people were injured. Some 200 
protestors were arrested, among them, UNA-UNSO 
leader Andriy Shkil and several opposition MPs aides. 
Reportedly, the police later vandalized the offices of 
UNA-UNSO and the Ukrainian Conservative Republi- 
can parties. Comparing the protestors to Nazis, Kuchma 
condemned them and lashed out at independent domes- 
tic and foreign media for reporting “blatant lies” about 
the day’s events. Once again he said he would not re- 
sign his post. The following day, he left for vacation in 
the Crimea. 5 

Kuchma’s control of the situation seems, on the one 


hand, increasingly tenuous. Recently he has demon- 
strated both signs of unease and heightened suspicions 
abut those around him. On March 6 he called on state 
officials and his ministers to either publicly condemn 
the opposition or resign. Having surrounded himself 
with fierce loyalists, his request was apparently pointed 
at an individual, the liberal-minded Premier Viktor 
Yushchenko. While Yushchenko refuses to support the 
opposition, he has also shown an increasing reluctance 
to condemn them. In an interview with RFE/RL on 
Feb. 26, Yushchenko said that the protesters went to 
the streets “to get answers to questions which should 
be answered.” He responded to Kuchma’s March 6 ul- 
timatum, though, assuring the president that no single 
minister in the government was an oppositionist. At 
the same time, he did not condemn the opposition. 

Meanwhile, though the anti-Kuchma protesters are 
for the most part allied by common emotions, they are 
not united on issues. The Socialists want to make 
Ukraine a parliamentary republic. The UNA-UNSO 
calls for a “national revolution,” the goals of which 
they do not clearly define. The Communists, once the 
most significant opposition, did not take part in the 
March 9 events. And while Socialist leader Oleksandr 
Moroz recently visited the United States in the hopes 
of enlisting support against Kuchma, Communist leader 
Petro Symonenko called a recent threat by the U.S. 
Department of State to withdraw financial assistance 
from Kyiv if democracy is not maintained in Ukraine 
“imprudent”. 

Kuchma’s control of the situation thus, on the other 
hand, seems sound enough, if only because the oppo- 
sition has so far been unable to unite its forces in any 
meaningful way. On March 10, the police arrested over 
half the participants of the founding congress of the 
Public Committee for Resistance “For the Truth,” in 
which the protesters attempted to unite representatives 
of several non-Communist parties and public organi- 
zations. The committee had announced as its goals, 
first, increasing the parliament powers at the expense 
of the presidential authority and, second, “stopping the 
Russian expansion and the anti-Western hysteria” 

Two days before the March 9 demonstration Ukrain- 
ian authorities dismantled a tent camp set up by stu- 
dents calling for Kuchma’s resignation. 

Some 20 Ukrainian students from Kyiv and Lviv had 
set up a camp of five tents in the capital’s central park 
to continue protests demanding Kuchma’s resignation. 


Post-protest police roundup 
leaves suspects battered 


By Katya Cengel, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 
The violence that occurred at an afternoon riot out- 
side the presidential office on March 9 didn’t end when 
the protesters went home and the TV cameras stopped 
filming. 
After shielding themselves from a hailstorm of rocks, 
clumps of snow, fences and one or two Molotov cock- 
tails thrown by protesters, the police took their revenge. 
According to demonstrators and eyewitnesses, the 
police rounded up hundreds of demonstrators in a se- 
ries of raids throughout the capital. Individuals sus- 
pected of being involved in the violent protests were 
arrested and, in some cases, severely beaten. 
While the police defended the roundup, opposition 
groups slammed authorities for arresting innocent by- 
standers and using excessive force that landed several 
victims in the hospital. 
The roundup started after protesters turned violent 
and began hurling fences, rocks and other objects at 
the riot police guarding the presidential office. Several 
policemen were injured during the 20-minute onslaught, 
which President Leonid Kuchma and authorities blamed 
on right-wing anarchists. 
Television footage seemed to back up the official line 
that the police handled the attack, which appeared to 
be unprovoked, professionally. Law professor Gary 
Waldron, a former police officer in the United States 
who videotaped the riot, said he was impressed with 
how professional and restrained the police were during 
the riot. 
But what he saw later changed his mind. 
“When the cameras are off and people aren’t watch- 
ing,” Waldron explained, the story is different. 

Several hours after the riot, near Olympiysky stadium, 
Waldron watched as seven handcuffed young men were 
led away by a group of mainly plainclothes men. 
Waldron saw the men hit two of the handcuffed and 
sedate captives. 

Next Waldron followed a group of riot police to the 
stadium, where he found eight men face down on the 
ground with their hands behind their heads. One plain- 


clothes man was walking around grabbing the captive’s 
hair and peering into their faces. When he found the 
man he was looking for he slammed his face into the 
concrete. Two uniformed policemen were clubbing two 
sedate prisoners on their backs, “just like Rodney 
King.” 

Waldron approached one of the plainclothes men that 
seemed to be in charge. He was told it was “a police 
matter and to get back.” But he stayed on to watch 15 
prisoners pushed onto a bus. As the last man entered 
the bus a plainclothes man began “beating the hell out 
of him.” The man was slamming the prisoner s head 
into the bus with such force and repetition that Waldron 
feared for his life and shouted a warning. 

"І emphasize попе of them [the handcuffed men] 
were resisting,” Waldron said. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Oleksandr Zarubytsky 
later denied that excessive force was used. He told the 
Post that force was used only on those who resisted 
arrest. He maintained that those taken were “hooligans” 
who attacked the police during the earlier riot. 

The “hooligans” he refers to are mainly members of 
the nationalist group UNA-UNSO, who were some of 
the most active participants in the violence. When re- 
turning home after the afternoon riot, groups of UNA- 
UNSO and anyone who happened to be with them were 
beaten and arrested. 

UNA-UNSO member Mykola Lyahovych is in the 


hospital with a broken rib and severe internal bleed-_ 


ing. This is his second broken rib this year, the earlier 
injury occurred when police beat him after an opposi- 
tion rally. 

Zarubytsky said that 217 individuals were arrested 
after the rallies on March 9. Opposition members say 
the number is closer to 300. Zarubytsky said that 52 
people remained under arrest as of March 13. 

Those who have been released from custody report 
that the brutal police roundup of demonstrators was 
carried out by elite Interior Ministry Berkut forces and 
plainclothes cops, who victims believed were mem- 
bers of the State Security Service (SBU). 


SBU says demonstrators paid 


(RFE/RL)Security Service chief Volodymyr Radchenko told lawmak- 
ers on March 14 that participants in last week’s violent anti-presidential 
demonstrations were paid and instructed on how to clash with police, 
Interfax reported. 

“Sooner or later...there will appear a problem of foreign interference, 
including of a financial and material [character], in the events taking place 
in our state,” Radchenko said, without offering further evidence of his 
claims. 

First Deputy Interior Minister Mykola Dzhyha mentioned “Ukraine 
Without Kuchma” movement coordinators Yuriy Lutsenko and Volodymyr 
Chermerys; and Andriy Shkil and Yuriy Tyma, leaders of the Ukrainian 
National Assembly-Ukrainian National Self-Defense; as being responsi- 
ble for the organization of the March 9 violent protests. 

The parliament had requested Interior Minister Kravchenko and Pros- 
ecutor-General Potebenko to report on the clashes but both officials failed 


to appear. 


Journalist’s arrest protested 


(Kyiv Post)—The “For Truth” organization’s Lviv committee wrote an 
open letter addressed to authorities demanding the release of a Postup 
newspaper journalist who was arrested in Kyiv on March 9, the day of a 
large-scale anti-presidential protest, news wires said March 12. 

The letter, entitled “Freedom for the journalist,” was signed by over 40 
representatives of mass media on behalf of the arrested Postup journalist 
Dmytro Shurkhalo. 

According to “For Truth” member Serhy Smirnov, a Kyiv district court 
sentenced the journalist to 15 days of forced labor. 

People’s Deputy Taras Chornovil said that Shurkhal was detained by 
militia at the Kyiv railway station while fulfilling his official duties — 
dictating information into a Dictaphone regarding the detention by police 
at the station of student demonstrators on their way home following the 
protest. 


Opposition accepts partial 
blame for violence 


(Eastern Economist)—The opposition is prepared to take partial respon- 
sibility for the events on March 9 in Kyiv, said member of the National 
Salvation Forum, member of Reformy-Kongres faction Volodymyr 
Filenko, March 15. 

He added, “officials are not ready to do the same and continue to lie.” 

Verkhovna Rada deputy Viktor Shyshkin said that during the arrests, 
law enforcement agencies “violated every law that could be violated.” 

Meanwhile, a court has cancelled the sentences handed down to stu- 
dents from the public protest committee For Truth, who were detained 
during the March 9 clashes. 

Some students alleged they were beaten while in detention and will sue 
law enforcement agencies. 


Students demand release of protesters 


(RFE/RL)—Some 3,000 students marched in Lviv on March 13, call- 
ing for the imprisonment of President Leonid Kuchma, the sacking of 
Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko, and the release of protesters arrested 
during the March 9 anti-presidential rally in Kyiv, Interfax reported. 

The march took place without any reported violence. 

The previous week, agencies reported that the Kyiv police arrested some 
100 students, primarily from Lviv and other western Ukrainian cities, while 
they were gathering at a railway station to return home from the anti- 
Kuchma rally and the founding congress of the All-Ukrainian Public Re- 
sistance Committee “For the Truth!” 


Kuchma compares opponents to “brown plague” 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma on March 10 said tolerating the 
activities of radical nationalists within the ranks of his opponents is simi- 
lar to the 1938 Munich agreement accepting Hitler’s expansionist policies 
before the outbreak of World War II, Reuters reported... 

“Tet people see with their own eyes the signs of just such a brown plague 
that could just develop in Ukraine given a situation of this sort. We should 
be careful, as things start from small beginnings,” he noted. 

And in and interview with the German magazine “Focus,” the Ukrain- 
ian president said people take to the streets in Ukraine for money. 

“Just look at this circus with the denionstrations. People have been paid 
to take part. For many students it’s a real business,” AP quoted him as 
saying in the interview. 


УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ IM. П. МОГИЛИ 
Саскатун, Саскачеван 


la Institute 


| Приймає аплікації на працю 
4 опікунів-виховників та 2 учителів 


під час ЛІТНІХ КУРСІВ поглибленого вивчення 
української мови для середньошкільників від 
1-го липня до 3-го серпня 2001 р. 


опікунів - шість тижнів 
учителів - п'ять тижнів 
Реченець звернення: 7-го квітня 2001 р. 


Зацікавлених просимо звертатись за аплікаційними анкетами 
на адресу: 
DZHERELO 
UKRAINIAN CULTURAL & LANGUAGE 
IMMERSION SUMMER SCHOOL 
MOHYLA INSTITUTE 
1240 Temperance St., Saskatoon, SK 57М ОРІ 
Tel: (306) 653-1944 Fax: (306) 653-1902 
E-mail: mohyla@sk.sympatico.ca 


CLASSIFIED 


МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ 

Українка, 38 років, донечці 14 років, розлучена не зі своєї 
вини. Познайомлюся з паном відповідного віку від 40 до 60 
років, бажаю з українцем, який мешкає в Канаді, Америці 
або в інших державах. Моя адреса: Україна, 292220 обл. 
Тернопільська, м. Бучач, вул. Б. Хмельницького 59. Собків 
Олександра Іванівна. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 10, 3:30 p.m., Heritage Lounge, Athabasca Hall 
The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Alberta concludes its Winter 2001 Seminar Series with a lecture by 
Dr. Andreas Kappeler, Institute of East European History, University 
of Vienna. Dr. Kappeler will speak on “Great Russians and Little 
Russians: Russian-Ukrainian Interrelations and Perceptions in 
Historical Perspective.” For further information, KIyC 
please call (780) 492-2972, or e-mail: cius@ualberta.ca СІЦЯ 
САДОЧОК Св. ЙОСАФАТА 10825-97 вул., Едмонтон. Подаємо 
до загального відома, що реєстрація дітей до садочка у віці 3-5 
років на рік 2001-2002 тепер відбувається. Ціль садочка -- дати 
дітям нагоду гратися й вчитися в українському оточенні. За 
додатковими інформаціями звертайтеся до Ганусі, тел. 460-2458. 


LAWYERS 
АДВОКАТИ 


Вгода & Company 


DENTURISTS 
ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


CHEKERDA'S 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre 
ог Broda Edmonton 
#103 -15333 Castle Downs Rd pies al a 
Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 


Ph.: (780) 456-9330 | Ph.: (780) 475-0011 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
Specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST —— ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 283 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS - ДЕНТИСТИ YOU CAN 
Dr. = SC eae HAVE THIS 
SPACE! 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 0L3 
Call: 


(780) 420-1510 
(780) 488-3693 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & evenin 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 
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Виступ СУМУ із Калгарі. 


«Доля не зуміла перетворити 
золото його душі в іржу» 


П. Саварин 
Так сказав колись другий найбільший геній 


України, Іван Франко, про Тараса Шевченка, 
якого в 140-ліття його смерти Едмонтонський 
відділ КУК і Українське музичне товариство 
Альберти (УМТА) вшанували прекрасним кон-- 
цертом 11 березня в Домі української молоді 
(ДУМ). Святу правду сказав. То ж тому далеко 
від Канева, в Едмонтоні, вже майже сотню років, 
рік-річно вшановують його, пригадують його 
полум'яні слова і співають його безсмертний 
заповіт, все нові і нові покоління українців. 
Програмою, за текстом Галі Котович, керувала 
Ірина Шмігельська, а заключне слово виголосив 
голова УМТА Орест Солтикевич. 

Після деклямації «Тарасове слово» Марії При- 
гари, у виконанні юнацтва СУМУ (в одностроях, 
зі запаленими свічками в руках: Лариса Шмігель- 
ська, Христя Цар, Лариса Вальків, Юрій Брода), 
присутні, які вщерть заповнили салю ДУМ, нас- 
тоячки заспівали «Заповіт», а голова КУК Степан 
Романюк, цитуючи відомі, але вічно актуальні, 
правди Шевченка, привітав учасників концерту. 
З черги, понад двадцятеро юначат СУМУ із 
Калгарі (приїхали автобусом, під проводом О. 
Барабаш, Л. Калуської і О. Яновської), у 
вишиванках, словами поезій Шевченка, розказали - 
заспівали про його життя, закінчуючи традиційною 
вже піснею «Поклін тобі, Тарасе», а брати Олек- 
сандер і Адріян Зміївські, від серця задеклямували 
«Шевченко - сонце України». 

Далі тріо Саваринів, Мотря - на фортепіяні, 
Богдан - на скрипці, а Юліян - на віольончелі, 
заграли «Інтерлюдію» В. Витвицького та «Шостий 
танець» Й. Брамса. Тріо пластунок з гуртка 
«Перлини»: Юля Дитиняк, Оксана Федько, Бог- 
данна Климків, продеклямували «Мені тринад- 
цятий минало». Після виступів молоді, чоловічий 
ансамбль «Слава» виконав давно вже не вико- 
нувані в Едмонтоні дві чудові мініятюри Шевченка: 
«Та не дай, Господи, нікому», а зокрема «Огні 
горять» («...тілько я, неначе заклятий, дивлюся, 
і нишком плачу...») і настроєве «Ставок заснув» 
- солісти Роман Васараб і Роман Петрів, а Оля 


Миц по-мистецьку, як завжди, задеклямувала 
«i виріс я на чужині» Шевченка. Слова цієї 
поезії «Ї виріс я на чужині, і сивію в чужому 
краї», а зокрема «неначе люди подуріли» не 
одному/одній з учасників нагадали їх власну долю 
в Канаді і теперішню, хочеться вірити, тимчасову 
ситуацію в Україні. 

Теперішня зірка на небозводі Едмонтону, 
оперна співачка Світлана Сех, при 
фортепіяновому супроводі Галини Лазурко, по- 
мистецьки виконала дві зворушливі пісні на слова 
Шевченка: «Чого мені тяжко» і «Вітер в гаї не 
гуляє», та сумну «Пісню кріпачки» з опери 
«Тарас Шевченко», муз. Г. Майбороди. Махайло 
Саварин (на скрипці) та Юліян Саварин (на 
віольончелі) дали почат-ковий музичний супровід 
до останньої. Слова «Мала мати дочку, дочку" 
одиночку», яка (а колись таке було страшною 
трагедією!) «покрит-кою стала, ох-охо-хох!» 
довго бриніли в ухах, хоч співачки вже на сцені 
не було. 

Після цитованої вже у заголовку присвяти 
Шевченкові Ївана Франка, яку відчитав Роман 
Британ, гарно виступив головний хор Едмонтону 
«Дніпро» під диригентурою Марії Дитиняк, з 
Іриною Тарнавською-Гук при фортепіяні, 3 
трьома піснями на слова Шевченка: «Якби мені 
черевики», «Садок вишневий коло хати» і «А 
мій батько орендар». Солістами у першій 
виступили Лілея Волянська, Олеся Талпаш й 
isan Зінчук, а у другій - Леся Чумер. Але 
найбільше оплесків зібрала пісня «Вмирала 
річка», сл. Т. Шаповаленка, муз. В. Мужчіля, в 
якій рецитатором виступив Степан Мельниченко, 
а солістками Ірена Федеркевич і Леся Чумер. З 
такою піснею, на думку автора цих рядків, 
«Дніпро» може йти і змагатися за перше місце 
на будь який фестиваль хорів. 

Концерт у 140-ліття смерти пророка України 
Тараса Шевченка в Едмонтоні закінчився, як 
звичайно, славнем «Ще не вмерла Україна», 
яка, як виходить 3 преси, далі чекає свого 
«Вашінгтона», а зокрема «нового і праведного 
закону». Дай Боже, щоб дочекалася якнайскорше! 


Хто ж убив Їгоря Білозора? 


(«Львівські новини»)- Незабаром знову 
передадуть на судовий розгляд резонансну 
кримінальну справу щодо загибелі народного 
артиста України, композитора Їгоря Білозора. 
Підозрюваним у цій справі інкримінується тепер 
умисне вбивство за обтяжливих обставин. 
Нагадаємо, що трагедія трапилася пізно ввечері 
8 травня минулого року. Конфлікт розігрався у 
кав'ярні «Цісарська кава», а свою кульмінацію 
отримав неподалік від приміщення обласної 
прокуратури. 

В останній день слідства щодо дій Воронова 
після кількагодинної розмови адвоката Михайла 
Жолубака із прокурором області Богданом 
Ринажевським додатково кваліфікував нападникові, 
окрім статті 206 ч. 2 ККУ (злісне хуліганство), 
ще й ст. ст. 19 ч. б та 101 ч. 3 ККУ (посібництво 


Калініну у спричиненні умисних тяжких тілесних 
ушкоджень, внаслідок яких настала смерть 
потерпілого). 

6 січня цього року Калініна все ж затримали 
у Сімферополі. Тому слухання справи по 
Воронову, яку з невідомих причин вирішили 
провести у Рогатині Івано-Франківської області, 
об'єднали в одне провадження. Справу передали 
на дослідування. Калінін у своїх показах почав 
звинувачувати Воронова, що саме він завдав 
смертельного удару Білозору. А сам Воронов 
відмовився давати будь-які свідчення. Зважаючи 
на те, що слідство визнає, що трагедія сталася 
за обтяжливих обставин, справу навряд чи 
слухатимуть у Рогатині, оскільки вона в 
компетенції лише обласного суду. 

м 
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Inductees into the Kobzar Fellowship. Front Row: Left to Right: Lubomyr Pastuszenko, Marusia Pastuszenko, 

Mary Necyk, Anna Bombak, Luba Feduschak, Anna and Steve Hnatiuk, Orysia and Volodymyr Boychuk. Back 
Row: Michael Bell, Luba Boyko-Bell, Chester and Luba Kuc, Michael and Marianna Savaryn, Volodymyr 
Snihur, Taras Shevchenko Foundation President Andrew Hladyshevsky with son Roman. Missing from picture, 
inductees: Olha Boyko, William Necyk, Dr. Myroslaw and Irena Warenyca. 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 


personalized designs MONUMENT BUILDERS 
BGM serving Albertans with dignity мав 


or over 35 years ‘OFNORTHAMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car - Senior Citizen Discounts - Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


The group has only 20 
singers, but what singers 
they are - big, marvelously 
focused voices. They sung 
wonderfully clean unisons 
and the bases have low 

E's to die for. 


20 inducted into Kobzar 


Washington Post 


They achived maximum 
perfection, a remarkable 
performance. 

New York Post 


Fellowship in Edmonton es 


(UkrNews)—20 people were in- 
ducted into the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko’s 
(UCFTS) Kobzar Fellowship in 
Edmonton, March 19. 

The Kobzar Fellowship is made 
up of people who have set aside part 
of their will to the benefit of the 
Taras Shevchenko Foundation. 

The presentations to the new 
inductees were made by UCFTS 
President Andrew Hladyshevsky, 
UCFTS Development Coordinator 
Al Kachkowski and Alberta Friends 
of the Shevchenko Foundation, Ed- 
monton Chapter Chair, Dr. Roman 
Petryshyn. 

The total amount of donations at 
the event, held at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Complex was $7,000. 

Hladyshevsky explained the work 
of the Foundation. 

He said the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko — 
popularly known as the Shevchenko 
Foundation — is a chartered phil- 
anthropic institution dedicated to the 
preservation and development of the 
Ukrainian Canadian cultural herit- 
age. 

Since its establishment by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress in 

1963, the Shevchenko Foundation 
has provided financial support for 
projects that promote the develop- 
ment of Ukrainian language, litera- 
ture, education and arts. The Foun- 
dation recognizes that these are in- 
tegral components of the Ukrainian 
Canadian identity. They must be 
nurtured and cherished if Ukrainian 
Canadians are to preserve their cul- 
tural heritage for future generations, 
and make a valuable contribution to 
the multifaceted culture in Canada. 

The Shevchenko Foundation 
functions in close affiliation with the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

(UCC). In this ways, it works for and 
Trepresents the interests of the entire 
Ukrainian Canadian community. 

The Foundation’s seven-member 
Board of Directors is appointed by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
— National Executive. Directors 
serve a three year term. They are 
chosen from constituent groups that 
comprise UCC, and represent a 
cross section of the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian community. 

Contributions to the Shevchenko 
Foundation are invested in a perma- 
nent capital fund. The interest from 
investments is used to support 
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projects that foster the development 
of Ukrainian Canadian culture. The 
fund itself remains intact — gener- 
ating revenue of the Foundations’ 
projects and ensuring that Ukrain- 
ian culture will continue to receive 
the support it needs. 

Each year the Shevchenko Foun- 
dation receives many requests for 
grant funding for Ukrainian cultural 
and community projects. These are 
evaluated by the Foundations’ Board 
of Directors and awards are made 
accordingly. 

Since its inception in 1963, the 
Shevchenko Foundation has 
awarded over $2.5 million to foster 
the retention and growth of Ukrain- 
ian Canadian culture. Foundation 
grants support a broad spectrum of 
projects and cultural activities all 
across the country. 

The Shevchenko Foundation 
funds the production of educational 
and audio-visual materials to pro- 
mote Ukrainian language instruc- 
tion. 

It supports historical and literary 
research and publications, provides 
assistance to Ukrainian newspapers, 
periodicals and scholarly journals, 
supports the arts, supports new and 
established artists, and helps make 
their work accessible to all Canadi- 
ans. 

The Shevchenko Foundation pro- 
motes the sharing of information and 
education about Ukrainian history 
and culture. 

Special guest, Maestro Grzegorz 
Nowak, Music Director of the Ed- 
monton Symphony Orchestra an- 
nounced that next year, in order to 
celebrate its 50th Anniversary the 
ESO will perform a special piece set 
to the words of Taras Shevchenko. 

Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine, 
Derek Fraser, who was also present 
at the event commended both the 
Foundation and the Ukrainian com- 
munity in Canada for keeping 
Ukrainian culture alive during the 
dark years of Soviet oppression. 

The program also included power 
point presentations by beneficiaries 
of the Foundation: Paul Bodnar for 

St. John’s Institute’s Osvita Pro- 
gram, Mark Malowany for the 
Ukrainian Language Education 
Centre at the University of Alberta, 
Michael Sulyma for Sulyma Pro- 
ductions, which is doing a co-pro- 
duction of the Nutcracker suite with 
Edmonton’s Shumka Dancers and 


the Kyiv Ballet, and artist Larisa 
Cheladyn on behalf of the Flowers 
of the Bible Project. 

The entertainment portion of the 
evening consisted of performances 
by the Ukrainian Children’s Choir 
of Father Kenneth Kearns School in 
Sherwood Park, conducted by Lesia 
Pohoreski; singer Svitlana Sech, 
accompanied by pianist Irena 
Tarnawsky and violinist Michael 
Savaryn and the Shumka School of 
Dance, Instructors: Vincent Rees, 
Tasha Orysiuk and Corinna 
Crockett. 

Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening was Roman Brytan. 


A high quality recording of Ukrainian 
sacred music masterpieces performed by 
the acclaimed Kyiv Chamber Choir. 


Make ch 
DOTCOM о INC. 
3044 Bloor St., W. #115 
Toronto, ON M8X 2Y8 


Please include your mailing address with your order 
OR 


1-877-232-9835 


CD's: $21:50 (inc.shipping) 
Cassettes: $15:00 (inc.shipping) 


Order toll free in 


Canada & U.S.A. 1-877-CD BY TEL 
Available at Ukrainian bookstores. 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko (UCFTS) would like to extend its sincerest 
gratitude to those whose exceptional efforts combined 
to make the Kobzar Fellowship Gala 2001 a huge success. 


Welcome and congratulations to the newest members 
of the Kobzar Fellowship! Your thoughtfulness and 
generosity means many lifetimes of support for 
projects and initiatives that will continue to develop 
and promote Ukrainian culture in Canada. 


Luba Bell William Necyk Stephania Soltykewych 
Michael Bell Maestro Grzegorz Nowak Luka Struk 

Paul Bodnar Tasha Orysiuk Michael Sulyma 

Anna Bombak Marusia Pastuszenko Steve Sumka 

Orysia Boychuk Lubomyr Pastuszenko Irena Tarnawsky 
Volodymyr Boychuk Roman Petryshyn Myroslaw Warenycia 
Olha Boyko Taras Podilsky Irena Warenycia 

Roman Brytan Lesia Pohoreski Theresa Warenycia 
Larisa Cheladyn Vincent Rees Ukrainian Children's 
Corinna Crockett Peter Rolland Choir - Father Kenneth 
Maria Dytyniak Stephan Romaniuk Kearns School 

Luba Feduschak Marianna Savaryn 

Andrew Hladyshevsky | Michael Savaryn For more information on how to 
Steve Hnatiuk Svitlana Sech join the Kobzar Fellowship by 
Al Kachkowski Ludmila Sereditch | including the Shevchenko 
Chester Kuc Suzanna Sidlar Foundation in your will or other 
Luba Kuc Sylvia Sidlar planned giving program 

Jay Kuchinsky Natalia Shostak contact: М 

pee piled Shumka School | 4 ndrew Hladyshevsky: 970-5234 
Lisa McDonald of Dance 


Roman Petryshyn: 497-4375 


Mary Necyk Volodymyr Snihur 
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Організаційний Комітет виставки Богдана Сороки. Зліва: Ніна Дорошенко, Б. Сорока, Надя 


Казимира, Леся Бозначук, Леся Марущак, Юлія Войчишин. 


Визначний український мистець 
Богдан Сорока в Оттаві 


Юлія Войчишин 

Заходами Школи ім. Лесі Українки та Канад- 
ського товариства приятелів України відбулася 
17-го і 18-го лютого в залі Собору св. Ївана 
Хрестителя в Оттаві, виставка малярства та гра- 
фіки відомого львівського мистця Богдана Сороки. 

Народжений у львівській тюрмі 1940 року, 
син члена ОУН Михайла Сороки, який помер в 
таборі суворого режиму в 1972 році, після майже 
30-річного заслання і Катерини Зарицької, 
організаторки підпільного Червоного хреста УПА, 
яка в час його смерти добувала 25-річний строк 
i їй, за словами Надії Світличної, «не дали поп- 
рощатися навіть з мертвим чоловіком, поховали 
гірше, ніж собаку...», Богдан Сорока виростав 
без опіки батьків у тяжких повоєнних роках. 
Закінчивши в 1964 році Львівський Інститут 
Прикладного та Декоративного Мистецтва він 
стає симпатиком середовища руху шестидесятників 
і починає свою діяльність у мистецтві в галузі 
лінографії. 

Перші його лінотипи - були ілюстрації в 1969- 
му році до збірки поезій Ігоря Калинця Від- 
чинення вертепу, яка попала на захід без обкла- 
динки і без відома поета і художника, тобто 
Богдана Сороки, і була видана 1970 року в 
Бельгії під назвою Лоезії з Україну. Він 3axon— 
люється українською мітологією, народною сим- 
волікою, обрядами та легендами і це відобра- 
жується в його творчості циклями Українська 
міфологія, Похід гномиків, Купальські забави та 
Символи Григорія Сковороди. У 80-их роках 
він звертається до міської тематики циклями 
Подорож по Узбекістані та Архітектура Львова, 


а в 90-их роках - до релігійної тематики у 
циклі Страсти Ісуса Христа і символічної у 
Символи та емблеми. До 2000-го ювілею Різдва 
Христового він створив серію Дерев'яні церкви 
Галичини. 

На виставці в Оттаві були заступлені дві останні 
серії прекрасно виконаних чорно-білих лінотипів, 
як і (цілком несподівано!) новий кольоровий 
цикль картин Марш гномиків пензля художника, 
який викликав захоплення в присутніх. Відкриття 
виставки, переведено Надею Казимирою, вечором 
17-го лютого, а виставка тривала до пополудня 
18-го лютого. 

19-го лютого вечором в тій самій залі була 
доповідь Богдана Сороки з прозірками на тему 
«Українська ікона на території Галичини». До- 
повідач на прикладах показав як відрізняється 
галицька ікона від інших. До 16-го століття 
домінував візантійський стиль, ікони малювали 
монахи, які вбиралися в білу сорочку і молилися, 
тому обличчя святих були одухотворені i 
аскетичні. Після Берестейської унії, під впливом 
римо-католицької церкви зачинають проявлятися 
елементи реалізму і зближення ікон до людської 
подоби. Аж в 1905 році Митрополит Шептицький, 
розуміючи вартість збереження старих ікон, 
заснував (тепер найбільший) музей їкон у Львові. 
При цьому музеї, також під орудою славного 
Митрополита, повстала мистецька школа 
іконопису нео-візантійського стилю з елементами 
української духовости, що домінує і до нині. 

На цю цікаву доповідь прийшли також учні 
Курсів українознавства при Школі ім. Лесі 
Українки зі своїми вчителями. 


Кучму - у відставку, Ющенка - на президента 


(«Українська Правда»)- -Кучма разом із сило- 
виками має піти у відставку, щоб розв'язати кр- 
изу, вважає більшість українців. А у президент- 
ських виборах, якщо б вони проходили сьогодні, 
переміг би Ющенко - принаймні, у першому 
турі. 

Для відповіді на питання «Як ви вважаєте, 
який вихід із нинішньої політичної кризи в Україні 
був би найкращим», центр Разумкова пропонував 
респондентам на вибір свої варіянти. Найбільше 
голосів — 30% - отримала відповідь «президент 
і керівники силових структур повинні піти у 
відставку». 16,7% виявилися мирними пацифістами 
- вони вважають, що «сторони повинні прими-- 
ритися і залишити все як є». Протилежність їм 
- 14,6% - вони хочуть, щоб Кучма «застосував 
силові методи проти опозиції з метою наведення 
порядку в країні». 23,6% з 2037 респондентів з 
усіх регіонів України, - щось з цього приводу 
було сказати складно. 

Дентр Разумкова задав запитання «якби прези- 
дентські вибори відбувалися сьогодні, за кого б 
Ви віддали свій ronoc?». Людям пропонувалося 
вибрати одне прізвище з перерахованого списку. 
Нині за Кучму проголосували б аж... 6,196. 
Найближчі потенційні конкуренти Ющенка на 
гіпотетичних виборах з тріском би їх програли. 
У Тігіпка - 1,396, у Медведчука - 1,295, у Ан- 
дрія Деркача («наш український. путін», як. самі 


про себе говорять у оточенні депутата) - 0,296. 

Результати опитування, проведеного з 26 
лютого по 7 березня: 1. Ющенко - 23,790, 2. 
Симоненко - 11,2%, 3. Кучма - 6,190, 4. Мороз 
- 4,296, 5. Вітренко - 2,690, 6. Тігіпко - 1,390, 
7. Медведчук - 1,296, 8. Тимошенко - 1,190, 9. 
Марчук - 0,796, 10. Головатий - 0,596, 11. 
Деркач Андрій - 0,296, Ніхто з них - 2296, Не 
визначився - 25,3% 

Ще одне опитування, проведене Центром 
Разумкова, показало, що «заява трійці» та арешт 
Тимошенко більше за все вдарили по іміджу... 
Тимошенко. Про Кучму стали думати краще 
6% українців, гірше - 30%. Цей крок додав 
балів Ющенку в очах 10,395, а погіршив 
ставлення у 2196. До Тимошенко краще стали 
відноситися лише 4,296, гірше - 42,3%. 

Також майже кожний четвертий українець 
(24,7%) вважає, що за «касетним скандалом» 
стоїть «олігархічне оточення президента». Кожний 
п'ятий (19,8%) вірить, що «ніхто не стоїть, 
Мельниченко вів записи в кабінеті президента 
самостійно». Треті результат - Лазаренко і 
Тимошенко. Їх слід бачать 12,9% українців. У 
спецслужби Росії вірять 3,190, їх колег з Заходу 
- 6,796. Слід рідної СБУ схильні бачити 9,290, 
а її колишнього шефа Марчука - 0,695. Нічого 
з цього приводу не можуть сказати 23% - ледь 


Ukrainian Мем'в/Українські Вісті March 21 - April 3, 21 березня - 3 Квітня, 2001 


Перед портретом міністра О. Шульгина в посольстві промовляє 
його невістка Ліда Шульнин. 


Вшановано Олександра 
Шульгина, Міністра 
закордонних справ УНР 


Галина Михальчук 

Українські дипломати у Києві і по своїх посольствах у світі, 
вперше відзначали День української дипломатії 22 грудня 2000 р. 
Того дня у Києві відбулося урочисте відкриття меморіяльної 
дошки на пошану першого міністра закордонних справ Української 
Народної Республіки Олександра Шульгина. 

У 1917-1918 рр., за часів Центральної Ради, в будинку при 
вул. Терещенківській ч. 9, працював цей дипломат, відомий історик 
і активний діяч державного відродження України. В урочистостях 
з нагоди відкриття меморіяльної дошки на цьому будинку, взяли 
участь колишні міністри закордонних справ України Генадій 
Удовенко і Борис Тарасюк, а промову виголосив Міністр 
закордонних справ України Анатолій Зленко. Він сказав: 
«Встановленням пам'ятного знаку ми сьогодні закарбуємо шеїу 
і повагу до української дипломатії, її історичного минулого». 
Відзначення свідчить, що українська дипломатія має свою історію, 
здобутки, а також вклад в розбудову української незалежности. 

У Оттаві, в Посольстві України в Канаді відзначали День 
української дипломатії 21 грудня. Про працю, завдання і досягнення 
української дипломатії розповів Його Екселенція Посол д-р Юрій 
Щербак. Він особливу увагу присвятив споминам про першого 
Міністра закордонних справ України УНР Олександра Шульгина 
(1889-1960), активного державного діяча і дипломата. У святкуванні 
взяла участь родина О. Шульгина, невістка Ліда Шульгин і 
внуки. Вони спільно з Посольством зробили гарну виставку 
книжок і журналів, здебільшого редагованих міністром O. 
Шульгином. 

Олександр Шульгин народився 30 липня 1889 р. на Полтавщині. 
У 1905 р. навчався в Київській гімназії, а пізніше був студентом 
в Петербурзі. В 1917 р. переїхав назад у Київ і там працював в 
Українській Центральній Раді, опісля в Міністерстві міжнародних 
справ. В 1918 р. його призначено послом в Болгарію. Згодом 
виконував іншії функції уряду, був головою української 
дипломатичної місії в Парижі, Прем'єром Екзильного уряду УНР. 
У Франції співпрацював з міжнароднім журналом «Прометей», 
та редагував «Ля Ревю де Прометей». Відтак очолив академічне 
товариство в Парижі і займався науковими роботами. Олександр 
Шульгин жив спогадами про Україну, та був впевнений, що 
прийде час коли вона буде незалежною державою. Він мав 
великий вплив на формування молодої української еліти. Про 
життя і діяльність Міністра закордонних справ О. Шульгина є 
ще багато матеріялів в приватній бібліотеці його родини. 

Місяць пізніше відбувся гарний вечір у Посольстві України в 
Канаді, на якому Його Екселенція д-р Юрій Щербак офіційно 
прочитав і передав лист для п-і Ліди Шульгин від Міністра 
закордонних справ України Анатолія Зленка. Лист засвідчує 
глибоку повагу, з якою ставиться Міністерство закордонних справ 
України до славетної родини Шульгинів. Міністр каже, що саме 
Олександру Шульгину, його однодумцям і соратникам, нині 
українські дипломати завдячують, що відзначають 83 роки існування 
зовнішньополітичної служби української держави. 


Готують художню марку з нагоди візити Папи 
(«Львівські новини»)  -Редакційно-художня рада з питань видання 
знаків поштової оплати в Україні при Державному комітетові 
зв'язку та інформатизації України розглянула звернення Львівського 
міського голови Василя Куйбіди. У своєму листі міський голова 
запропонував випустити знаки поштової оплати, присвячені візиті 
в Україну Глави Держави Ватикан Папи івана Павла П. Редакційно- 
художня рада ухвалила для відзначення візити до України Папи 
Римського випустити художню марку та художню немарковану 
конверту. «У СЛИНА ЖІ. 
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Luba and Ireneus Zuk. 


Zuk duo premieres 
two new works 


By Thomas M. Davidson 

Champions of contemporary Canadian and Ukrainian music, Luba and 
Ireneus Zuk, presented a recital on Feb. 2 in Pollack Hall at McGill Uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Music. The Zuk Duo has established an international 
reputation for itself that is clearly echoed by their enthusiastic and very 
appreciative following here in Montreal. The excitement and anticipation 
of the musical event about to unfold erupted into spontaneous applause 
with their appearance on stage. 

With an impressive list of well over 20 premiere performances span- 
- піпр a period of two decades, the Zuks treated audience members to two 
more‘in this program. The‘first of these, Suite NO.1,; by Zhanna Kolodub 
was written for the Zuk Duo in 1992. It Consists of five contrasting move- 
ments based on Ukrainian folk songs and dances. The second premiere, 
Dramatic Triptych, by Lesia Dychko was actually a revision of an earlier 
1993 version. Also making use of Ukrainian themes, both the dramatic 
character and the large-scale design of this effective work we recaptured 
very well by the performers. Also on the program was an earlier premiered 
work by George Fiala, who was present in the audience, entitled Ukrain- 
ian Dance and the substantial Variations and Epilogue on an Original Theme 
by Healey Willan. The rather suave Musiques d’Espagne by Manuel In- 
fante ended the program and was performed with the characteristic 
“Zukian” panache that leaves audiences wanting more. 

When listening to the Zuk Duo, one is struck by their homogeneous 
control of sound. Yet this control is not at the expense of contrast for they 
have a wide range of tonal colour, touch and dynamics at their fingertips. 
Moreover, the listener always senses their deep emotional and intellectual 
involvement with the music. Through the high level of the artistic and 
technical accomplishment in their playing they inspired composers at home 
and abroad to enrich the musical and cultural traditions of their respective 
countries. Indeed, the Zuk Duo recently received an award from the gov- 
ernment of Ukraine in recognition of their artistic achievement. By decree 
of the President, they were each awarded a medal and the title “Merited 
Artist of Ukraine”. 

The evening ended with two encores from the suite “Huit Danses des 
Iles Grecques’ by Yannis Constantinidis, played with an exquisite tonal 
palette and rounding out the international flavour of the program. 


Prominent children’s author 
visits Alberta schools 


(ULEC)—It was a whirlwind three days of activity 
for Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch when she came to sunny 
Alberta in February for the launch of her latest book, 
Enough, or Dosyt, the Ukrainian language version. 
During her trip, Marsha read from Enough to students 
at A.L. Horton Elementary School in Vegreville, Fa- 
ther Kenneth Kearns Elementary in Sherwood Park, and 
Afton Elementary and St. Kevin’s Jr. High in Edmon- 
ton and St. Kevin’s Jr. High in Edmonton. 

Enough is a story set during the Famine of 1932-33 
in Ukraine, and tells of a young girls’ attempts to save 
her village from starvation. Our heroine, Marusia, en- 
counters greedy soldiers and an evil dictator. She takes 
a magical trip to the Canadian Prairies in search of food 
to take back to her village. While this is а heartwarm- 
ing Ukrainian folktale about good versus evil in which 
generosity triumphs over greed, it also introduces the 
young reader to a tragic historical event. There are not 
many children’s picture books that show desolate grave- 
yards, ominous clouds and weather-beaten crosses. 

This may lead one to think that the subject matter of 
Enough is too serious for students of elementary school 
age, but the faces of the students showed otherwise. 
They were enthralled with Marsha’s presence, capti- 
vated by the story, and looked genuinely interested 
throughout her readings. Afterwards, they lined up to 
get her autograph. All this bears out Marsha’s asser- 
tions that she prefers “to write for children and young 
adults, because they’re a more serious audience” and 
that “kids worry about big issues.” 

Elizabeth MacCallum of the National Post (Jan. 20, 
2001) writes that “... Michael Martchenko’s spirited il- 
lustrations, full of specific detail right form the Ukrain- 
ian shaw] lining the endpapers, give the story the weight 
of truth.” 

In addition to the school visitations, Marsha was in- 
terviewed by radio stations CBC, CKER and the U of 
A’s CJSR. The Edmonton Journal set up a call-in 
number that made it possible to listen to a reading in 
both Ukrainian and English from a page of Marsha’s 
book. She ended her Alberta visit with a book signing 
at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex where she was 
joined by Lubomyr Luciuk, author of the recently pub- 
lished Searching for Place. 

The Edmonton Office of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Association, the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
complex, the Ukrainian Bookstore, and the publishers 
of Dosyt and Enough sponsored Marsha’s visit to Al- 
berta. 

Dosyt, published by the Ukrainian Language Educa- 
tion Centre ((Л.ЕС), is the Ukrainian translation of 
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Enough 


A children’s picture book set during the Famine by 
Silver Threads author, Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch, 
illustrated by Michael Martchenko. 


$20.00 hardcover, available in English or Ukrainian 
For readings, contact: 519-752-5453 ог www.calla.com 


For an autographed copy (or copies, if you wish to send 
extra ones to Ukraine), send $23.00 for each (price 
includes postage and GST) to: 


Marsha Skrypuch, 99 Wayne Gretzky Pkwy 
Brantford ON N3S 6T6 


Say you read it in Ukrainian News 
and get: $1.50 off. 


dren. 


Enough, published by Fitzhenry & Whiteside. Both 


editions are illustrated by Michael Martchenko. 

ULEC was established by the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta prima- 
rily to develop educational resources for Ukrainian- 
language classrooms. Its most important publication 
is a collection of student and teacher resources enti- 
tled Nova: A Ukrainian Language Development Se- 
ries. ULEC also houses a library of print and audio- 
visual Ukrainian-language educational materials (http:/ 
/www.ualberta.ca/~ulec). 


Your privacy is our concern. 


Canada has a new law to protect our privacy. No federally regulated business (such as a bank 
or a telephone, telecommunications or transportation company) can now collect, ие ог. 
disclose your personal information without your consent. Your right to check information about 
you and have it corrected is protected under the law. An independent ombudsman, the Privacy 
Commissioner of Canada is at your service to investigate complaints relative to Canada’s 


privacy laws. Your privacy is your business. Ours is making sure that it stays that way. 


Privacy 
Commissioner 
of Canada 


we Commissaire 
ж alaprotectionde | 
la vie privée du Canada 


For more information, call 1 800 282-1376 or visit www.privcom.gc.ca 
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Two silvers in high jump 

(UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Andriy Sokolovsky won the silver in the men’s 
high jump at the World Indoor Championships in Lisbon, Portugal on 
March 11. Sweden’s Stefan Holm won the gold medal, while countryman 
Staffan Strand took the bronze. Two days earlier, Inga Babakova won the 
silver in the women’s high jump. 


Forsberg tops Zubrilova 

(UkrNews)—Magdalena Forsberg of Sweden beat out Olena Zubrilova 
of Ukraine to win her fifth consecutive World Cup biathlon title by finish- 
ing 12th March 14 in a women’s 7.5-kilometer sprint. With only three 
races remaining on the World Cup tour, Forsberg is uncatchable with 910 
points and is nearly 200 ahead of Zubrilova. A win is worth 50 World Cup 
points. 


Kabayeva wins Deriugina Cup 

(Eastern Economist)—Russia’s acclaimed Alina Kabayeva repeated her 
2000 win in the All-Around competition at the March 10-11 weekend 
Deriugina Cup-NaftoGaz in rhythmic gymnastics held in the Sports Pal- 
ace in Kyiv. Second and third places on the awards stand were filled re- 
spectively by Kabayeva’s teammate, Irina Chashchina, and Ukraine’s Anna 
Bessonova. President Leonid Kuchma attended the opening ceremony 
where he was enthusiastically greeted by the spectators. 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 

In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars 

Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
or money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB, Т5М 1Y9 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV і 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


| ae 
communes 7 


inking ОЧТ 


Watch us on the WEB ! 


www.infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. M6S 1M8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


Ukrainian Меміз/Українські Вісті March 21 - April 3, 21 березня - 3 Квітня, 2001 


Briefly Ukrainian origin NHL-ers improving 


By Yars Hermak 

Ukrainian origin NHL-ers have been improving over 
the past 20 games. Of the 36 players identified, eight 
are rookies and new to the league. This is the largest 
number of new players in the past decade. 

The current scoring leader is Washington’s Bondra 
with 73 points. 

Second is Tkachuk of Phoenix with 71 points who 
was having an up and down year but recently was traded 
to St. Louis 

Bondra and Tkachuk should finish with a point a 
game, just short of the 100 mark. 

The next group of five (Tverdovsky (45), Sydor (42), 
Jovanovski (40), Konowalchuk (37), and Khristich (36) 
should all reach the 50 point plateau. 

The leading goal scorer is again Bondra with 41 who 
will probably have a 50 goal season. He is currently 
tied for second in goal scoring in the NHL. He is fol- 
lowed by Tkachuk with 29 and Konowalchuk with 20. 

The assist leader is Tkachuk with 42, closely followed 
by Tverdovsky (33), Sydor (33), Jovanovski (22), and 
Bondra (32). 

In the +/- totals, Lukowich is leading by a mile with 
+23. He is followed by Bondra with +11 and Daneyko 
with +10. At the other end of the spectrum is found 
Karpa and Zhitnik with -13, closely followed by 
Berehowsky with -11 and Halko with -10. It pays to 
play for a winning team. 

Penalty wise, hard-nosed Karpa is leading with 147 
minutes, followed by Tkachuk (108), Berehowsky 
(104), Jovanovski (90) and Fedotenko (90). Players 
having played most of the league games with few pen- 
alty minutes include Halko (6), Patrick (10), Shvidki 
(14), and Khristich (14). 

The pleasant surprise among the rookie Ukrainian 
origin players is the performance of 22 year old, Kyivan 
born, Ruslan Fedotenko of the Philadephia Flyers who 
has 13 goals and 17 assists , for 30 points in 61 NHL 
games. 

At this time of the season, the Ukrainian origin play- 
ers are ahead of their accomplishments in the 1999- 
2000 season. Bondra is twelfth in scoring and having a 
great season. He is the leader in Power Play Goals with 
20, while Tkachuk is tied for fourth with 15. In addi- 
tion, Bondra is tied for second in Game Winning Goals 
with 8 and tied for third place in shorthanded goals with 
4. Not bad for the Washington Capitals leading player. 

Of the 35 Ukrainian Origin players about 20 will 


Sports/Cnopt 


make into the playoffs, as their teams currently stand. 
Thus it should be interesting who will survive with 
their teams for the final four and ultimately win the 
Stanley Cup. 


Ukrainian Origin NHL-ers 


(as of March 13, 2001) 

GP G A P +/-PM 
Bondra(Wash) 69) 416325 73 ids 
Tkachuk (Phoe -SL) 64 29 42 71 6 108 
Tverdovsky(Ana) 101253345 ЗО 
Sydor (Dallas) 68)" 918331 40383130 
Jovanovski (Van) 66 10 30 40 -3 90 
Konowalchuk(Wash) 69- 20РиІМЕЗИ Sila 
Khristich(Wash) 59) -12- 5041983 СИЛІ: 
Nikolishin(Wash) (43 11> 20 82 8) 30) 
Hrkac(Ana) 68512) 193, 
Fedotenko (Phil) Hil als 7/30) 2 5 
Andreychuk(Buf) МО i272 
Zhitnik(Buf) 64 5 20 25 -13 61 
Berehowsky(Nash-Van) 67 6 18 24 -11 104 
Korolyuk (San Jose) Pi te ОБОВ / ЕОМ! 
Matvichuk(Dallas) 65-2 18% 15 e848 
Lukowich (Dallas) 67 3) 9) 12) 2359 
Sushinsky(Min) 30) 87 «458 
Tkaczuk (Cal) 19 4S feral ile eee: 
Patrick (Buf) 40 2 9 il 4 310 
Vishnevski(Ana) 67-1 ЦО) Oa 
Fedoruk (Phil) (5) 95) 5) 10 (0) SO 
Shvidki(Flor) 31 3. 8 7enO8 4. ar 
Suchy(Phoe) 68 0 9 9 -1 22 
Karpa (Car) 66 3 5 8 -13 147 
Leschyshyn (Minn-Wash) 54 2 3 5 -2 19 
Werenka (Cal) 33 1 4 Sy =31G 
Metropolit(Wash) 10° 5 5) з З 
Daneyko (NJ) 67 0 4 4 10 71 
Maneluk (Col) 25° 3 ОРЕ ЗВ sale 
Tetarenko (Flor) 153 27 8 3) eleee26 
Наїко (Саг) A720 ЧО До сіб) (5 
Belak (Cal) 23> (010) 029) 
Diduck (Dallas) 14 0 0 0 4 18 
Ratchuk (Flor) За нь (0). 30-91 (0) 
Babenko (Col) 310 (0) (0) 5 (0) | (0) 
Andrusak (San Jose) 0. 0 a0 0 0 0) 


Coyotes trade Tkachuk to Blues 


Ukrainian origin player Keith Tkachuk was traded 
to the St. Louis Blues by the Phoenix Coyotes in a block- 
buster deal at the National Hockey League trade dead- 
line on March 13. 

In return for left wing Tkachuk, the Blues sent cen- 
tres Michal Handzus and Ladislav Nagy, 2000 first- 
round pick Jeff Taffe and a 2001 first-round pick to 
Phoenix, reported Reuters. 

Tkachuk, who turns 29 later this month, was the 
Coyotes’ captain as well as their leading scorer with 29 
goals and 42 assists. He also topped the team with 108 
penalty minutes in 64 games. 


The 6-foot-2, 225-pound Tkachuk was a first-round 
pick in the 1990 draft and had spent his entire career 
with the Winnipeg-Phoenix franchise. But Phoenix and 
new owners Steve Ellman and Wayne Gretzky were 
willing to unload his US$8.3 million contract. 

“Keith Tkachuk will give our team an entirely new, 
dynamic personality up front,” said Blues General 
Manager Larry Pleau. 

“Keith is one of only a handful of players in the 
league who can bring a blend of leadership, physical 
presence and goal-scoring ability to the rink, shift af- 
ter shift.” 


Wladimir Klitschko plans to 
make short work of Jefferson 


(Universum Box-Promotion—WBO heavyweight 
champion Wladimir Klitschko wants to make short 
work in his first title defense and give the spectators a 
great show. Before his fight against American Derrick 
Jefferson March 24. 

Klitschko asked the spectators to take their seats early 
at Rudi-Sedlmayer arena in Munich because “you 
should not miss a single second. You will get to see 
something that you never saw before”. 

Klitschko trainer Fritz Sdunek predicted a win in- 
side the distance as well. 

“This won’t go ten rounds.” 


Even though Sdunek said the 32-year-old American 
would be “Klitschko’s strongest opponent so far” he 
admitted “Jefferson has problem with his stamina”. 

That’s why the WBO champion is confident he will 
leave the ring as the winner. 

American Jefferson, 23-2-1 (19 KOs), has different 
ideas, however. The 6 foot 6 240 Ib. giant from Detroit 
predicts a hot fight to Klitschko, 35-1 (32 KOs), who 
at 6 foot 7 is one inch taller and celebrates his 25th 
birthday the night after the event. 

“Tt’s fine Klitschko celebrates his birthday, but March 
24 is a good day to die”, Jefferson said. 


Нігерійське поповнення «Динамо» 


(«День») -14 березня у ФК «Динамо» (Київ) 
офіційно представили двох новачків команди, які 
поповнили склад чемпіона України в період доза- 
явки. Обидва футболісти є гравцями молодіжної 
збірної Нігерії, що свідчить про значний їх 
потенціял. 

Омоко Харрісон - 19 років, захисник, зріст 
195 см, вага 85 кг. Виступав за клуб «Маккабі» 
(Хайфа, Їзраїль). За молодіжну збірну Нігерії 
зіграв 10 матчів, забив 2 голи. 

Лаккі Їдахор, 20 років, нападник зріст 194 см, 
вага 79 кг. Виступав за клуб «Півануавуа» 


(Нігерія). Провів у складі молодіжної збірної 
країни 5 матчів, забив 3 голи. Молоді новобранці 
«Динамо» вже встигли зіграти За свій новий 
клуб у тренувальних та товариських матчах, 
справивши хороше враження на фахівцях. Дебют 
перших в історії «Динамо» нігерійських футбо- 
лістів може відбутися уже в найближчих матчах 
чемпіонату України, перший із яких пройде у 
суботу 17 березня на стадідні «Динамо». O 17 
годині чемпіони гратимуть із «Кривбасом» із 
Кривого Рогу. 
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Yushchenko wants pipeline 


completed 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko on March 13 instructed Naftogaz-Ukrainy 
to complete the construction of the Odesa-Brody pe- 
troleum pipeline by August. 

“We are confident that if we continue intensive con- 
struction of the object we can finish the leg of the pipe- 
line by mid-summer and provide Ukrainian sovereignty 
with a present on the 10th anniversary of Ukraine’s in- 
dependence,” Yushchenko said. 

The premier stressed the importance of the pipeline 
for Ukraine, noting that its completion will improve 
Ukraine’s energy security and allow it to meet its pe- 
troleum needs in full. 

One of the officials present at the meeting — Druzhba 
Pipelines general director Liubomyr Buniak confirmed 
the possibility of completing Odesa-Brody by August. 
Druzhba is also the main builder on the project. 

Buniak said the financial, technical, and organiza- 
tional issues for the entire project are resolved. 

According to Buniak, the welding of the “golden 
joint” is tentatively planned for Aug. 19 on the border 
between the Vinytsia and Odesa regions. 

Buniak said that plans also call for the completion of 
the first phase of the Pivdeny oil terminal by the end of 
the year. This would allow the terminal to begin re- 
ceiving oil tankers from the beginning of 2002. 

Naftogaz had earlier planned to complete the pipe- 


by August 
|__Business || 


line by the end of this year. 

In 2001, Naftogaz enterprises — Prydniprovsk pe- 
troleum pipelines and Druzhba pipelines — plan to in- 
vest around Hr 300 million of their profits in the pipe- 
line s construction. 

In addition, Hr 195.4 million to complete the pipe- 
line and terminal has been allocated in the 2001 state 
budget. 

According to Naftogaz, 584 of the 667 kilometres 
of the Odesa-Brody pipeline have been built. 

Only 25 percent of the Pivdeny oil terminal has been 
completed. 

The capacity of the pipeline and terminal’s first phase 
is 9 million tons of petroleum per year. 

The Druzhba pipelines enterprise is in charge of the 
pipeline and terminal’s construction. 

Ukraine believes that transporting petroleum through 
the Odesa-Brody pipeline, and further through 
Druzhba’s pipelines system to Slovakia and Hungary, 
is the cheapest alternative for delivering Caspian oil to 
Europe. 

The Pivdeny terminal and the Odesa-Brody pipeline 
are the only project for transporting oil to Europe un- 
der construction currently. 


JPKenny ousted from Poltava Oil & Gas 


(Eastern Economist)—The State Property Fund de- 
cided to exclude British company JPKenny Explora- 
tion & Production Ltd. from the list of co-founders of 
Poltava Oil&Gas Co., said SPF Deputy Chair Serhiy 
Hlushko, March 14. 

He added that the decision was made because 
JPKenny has not been fulfilling its obligations as a co- 
founder. 

“Circumstances surrounding profits and tax payments 
of the company are vague, and the SPF has been un- 
able obtain financial data on the company’s activity 
from its British managers,” said Hlushko. 


He added that British side artificially created a US$60 
million debt at Poltava Oil&Gas Co. 

Poltava Oil & Gas Co. cut its losses in 2000 to Hr 
9.3 million, down from almost Hr 74 million in 
1999, said Financial Director of the company Yevhen 
Palenka,March 19. 

In 2000, the company extracted 86,000 tons of oil 
and 256 million cu m of natural gas and is planning 
to extract over 107,000 tons of oil and 207 million cu 
m of gas this year. 

The company sells all the gas it extracts on the do- 
mestic market, while the majority of oil is exported. 


Performance better than expected, says EBRD 


(Eastern Economist)}— Ukraine’s 
performance was better in the past 
year than expected,” said Julian Ex- 
eter, a senior EBRD economist in 
Ukraine while presenting the EBRD 
Transition Report 2000, March 6. 

He named two reasons for in- 
creasing Ukraine’s score — first, the 
government committed itself to a 
wide ranging privatization effort in- 


volving strategic sites; and second 
— an analysis of competition also 
shows improvement. Exeter also 
pointed out the relatively competi- 
tive currency rate. 

“However, among aspects need- 
ing improvement are underemploy- 
ment or unemployment in rural ar- 
eas and the slow pace of industrial 
restructuring,” he added. 


U.S. threatens trade sanctions 
over copyright piracy 


(RFE/RL)—The United States on March 13 threatened to impose trade 


Looking ahead, Exeter said the 
EBRD plans to expand in the pri- 
vate sector. 
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sanctions against Ukraine unless its government makes a greater effort to 


control what U.S. companies claim is the widespread piracy of music, 
computer programs, and other copyrighted material, AP reported. 

U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick announced that his office 
has begun an investigation into Ukraine’s practices, which could result in 
trade sanctions if the matter is not resolved over the next three months. 

The U.S. recording industry estimates that Ukraine has produced and 
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Yekharunov rebukes IMF 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Deputy Premier Yuriy Yekhanurov on March 12 
rebuked the International Monetary Fund for blocking its loan program to 
Ukraine with irrelevant obstacles, Reuters reported. 

Yekhanurov, who was scheduled to meet with IMF officials the same 
day, said Kyiv has made progress on eight issues that the fund saw as 
problematic. 

Those issues included the abolishment of barter deals, improved collec- 
tion of payments in the energy sector, and banking reforms. “We need the 
IMF’s acknowledgment [of that progress] as a moral endorsement of the 
reforms that our government is pursuing. We want the world to know that 
our government is implementing reforms properly,” Yekhanurov told 
Reuters. 

Yekhanurov also told Reuters that he urged the new U.S. administration 
to continue providing aid to Ukraine, which he said had been of great 
importance in helping Ukraine evolve as a free market democracy. 


Briefly 


GDP rises 7.6% | 

(Eastern Economist)—GDP growth in January-February, compared to the 
same period in 2000, was 7.6%, said First Deputy Economy Minister Viktor 
Kalnyk, March 14. He added that in February, GDP grew by 6.2%. 


February inflation is 0.6% 

(Eastern Economist)—The official figure for February inflation is 0.6%, 
reported the State Statistics Committee, March 9. Prices for non-food items 
increased by just 0.1%, while prices for fruits and vegetables rose by an 
average of 6%. The committee also reported that Ukraine’s foreign trade 
volume in 2000 was US$33.376 billion, or 18.5% more than in 1999. 
Ukraine’s positive trade balance was $2.74 billion. 


Industrial growth rises 

(Eastern Economist)—Industrial growth in February 2001 was up 12.6% 
compared to Feb. 2000, reported the Cabinet press service. Total indus- 
trial growth in Jan.-Feb. 2001 was 16.7%. 


Trade with Poland grows to US$1.3 B 

(Eastern Economist)—The trade balance between Ukraine and Poland in 
2000 was US$1.3 billion said commercial attaché of the Polish Embassy 
Voldemar Pitel, March 5 “This figure may grow with the development ої 
economic connections between the countries,” he said, adding that since 
Ukraine’s independence, Poland has invested only $64 million into its 
eastern neighbor. Pitel stated that Ukraine’s gateway to the West lies ex- 
clusively through Poland. 


UkrNafta has sales of US$563 M 

(Eastern Economist)—UkrNafta on March 9 announced it had sales of 
US$563 million and a pretax income of $313 million in 2000. CEO Oleh 
Salmin stated the company will pay Hr 76 million in dividends, yet the 
final amount will be determined at a shareholders’ meeting. UkrNafta’s 
revenues skyrocketed last year thanks to the liberalization of domestic oil 
prices accompanied by a big jump in world oil prices. UkrNafta plans to 
decrease oil extraction by 2.4% in 2001 due to depletion of its major oil 
fields and the state of its equipment. 
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exported 60-80 million pirated compact discs over the past two years, 
costing U.S. recording companies over US$200 million annually in lost 
revenue. 


Ukraine is Russia largest CIS investor|: 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has become the largest CIS investor into Russia’s 


economy, having invested last year US$8.996 million or 40.2% of all CIS] 


investments. Ukraine is followed by Kazakhstan — $5.632 million, and 
Uzbekistan — $2.738 million. Altogether, enterprises from CIS countries 
invested $22.375 million in the Russian economy in 2000, which is only 
0.2% of the total scope of foreign investments into Russia last year, re- 


ported Russia’s State Statistics Committee. As of Jan. 1, 2001, foreign] 
investments from CIS countries to Russia were $31 million, which is just] 


0.1% of all foreign capital attracted by Russia. 


Motor Sich to produce new helicopter 


(Eastern Economist)—Zaporizhia- based Motor Sich will produce its first 
Ka-226 helicopter in 2002, said Motor Sich Chief Designer Pavlo 
Zhemaniuk, March 7. This will be the first helicopter assembled in Ukraine 
under Russian license. Engines for the helicopter will be completed in Sep- 
tember 2001. Motor Sich, Ukraine’s largest engine producer, increased pro- 
duction volumes by 37% in 2000 and exports its products to 95 countries. 
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Jailed Tymoshenko 
warns against Kuchma’s 
totalitarianism 
* (RFE/RL)—Former Deputy Premier Yulia 
Tymoshenko, who is now in prison, published 
a letter in the March 14 “Financial Times,” 


which said that President Leonid Kuchma is 
consciously building a totalitarian state in 
Ukrain 


е. 
Tymoshenko said Kuchma has blocked all 

reforms and anti-corruption efforts by the 

government in the energy sector. 

She noted that the president routinely ig- 
nored requests from her to investigate and 
prosecute individuals involved in stealing 
large amounts of money in the energy sector. 

She added that Kuchma also ignored the 
government’s privatization efforts in the sec- 
tor and is now preparing accords to hand en- 
ergy enterprises over to Russia in exchange 
for political support for his regime. 

“My only ‘crime’ has been to fight the cor- 
ruption, shadow economy, and totalitarianism 
that have been created by this president of 
Ukraine,” Tymoshenko concluded in the letter. 


German experts says 
body not Gongadze’s 


(RFE/RL)—German genetic experts from 
Munich have said tissue and blood samples 
of a corpse found near Kyiv last fall does not 
belong to missing journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze, Ukrainian agencies reported on 
March 20. The experts made their conclusion 
after testing three samples: a fragment of the 
corpse’s tissue (provided by journalist Olena 
Prytula), a dry bloodstain that Gongadze ac- 
cidentally left on a medical card in 1993, and 
a blood sample from Gongadze’s mother. 
Oleksandr Lavrynovych, head of the parlia- 
mentary ad hoc commission for the Gongadze 
case, said the results of the German testing 
will be accepted by the commission, but added 
that he doubts whether the tissue sample taken 
to Germany for DNA tests actually came from 
the corpse found near Kyiv, which was offi- 
cially recognized as Gongadze’s following 
genetic tests in Russia. 


Part 2: The Gongadze Case 
By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Mykola Melnychenko fled 
Ukraine on Nov. 26 — two days before the 
publication of excerpts from secret tapes he 
had made of his former boss, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma. Melnychenko, who 
served as a presidential bodyguard for seven 
years, says he decided to publish the excerpts 
in the wake of last September’s disappearance 
of opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

The debate over the authenticity of the tapes 
— which purportedly have Kuchma saying 
he wished Gongadze could be kidnapped by 
Chechen “bandits” — will not be resolved 
quickly. 

Kuchma’s aides have said that the tapes, 
which have fueled recent protests in Ukraine 
calling for Kuchma’s ouster, were manipu- 
lated to alter the meaning of his recorded re- 
marks. Perhaps feeling the heat of mounting 
public pressure, Kuchma himself wrote a let- 
ter published on Feb. 27 in Britain’s “Finan- 
cial Times” newspaper saying the attacks 
against him were politically motivated. He 
added that Gongadze’s death, although tragic, 
was not grounds for a murder accusation, and 
called allegations of his involvement “com- 
pletely untrue.” 

The Vienna-based International Press Insti- 
tute, or IPI, had been asked by Ukrainian in- 
vestigators to organize an independent analy- 
sis of Melnychenko’s digital tapes to deter- 
mine whether they had been altered. In a state- 
ment released Feb. 28, IPI said that the na- 
ture of digital recording made it impossible 
to say “with a nearly absolute level of cer- 
tainty” that the tapes had not been manipu- 
lated. It added, however, that the finding “does 
not imply that the tapes are inauthentic.” 

Melnychenko had said he was waiting for 
the IPI results before releasing more excerpts 
of his recordings regarding the Gongadze case 
and other criminal dealings by Kuchma. It is 
not clear how he will proceed now. But for 
those who trust the authenticity of the tapes, 
the new excerpts still in Melnychenko’s pos- 
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Ex-Kuchma bodyguard says he is not seeking asylum 


“I have not applied for political 
asylum in any country because I 
expected, and still expect, that the 
situation in Ukraine will change for 
the better, that Kuchma will leave 
and democratic forces will come to 
the government.” 


session may provide additional details about 


the disappearance and death of the outspoken 
journalist. 

Gongadze’s headless corpse was discovered 
in a wood outside the Ukrainian capital Kyiv 
weeks after his disappearance on Sept. 16. In 
the interview with RFE/RL, Melnychenko 
said the still-unreleased excerpts indicate that 
Gongadze was meant to be “removed” even 
earlier. But he said the journalist unwittingly 
bought himself time by filing a complaint that 
he was being followed with Deputy Interior 
Minister Yury Opasenko. 

According to the former bodyguard, 
Gongadze gave Opasenko the license plate 
numbers of the cars he said had been follow- 
ing them. The deputy minister then caused de- 
lays by making official inquiries about the 
cars, which he traced back to the state secu- 
rity services. 

Melnychenko said his recording captures 
Interior Minister Yury Kravchenko telling 
Kuchma that Opasenko was not trustworthy 
and that he regretted not firing him earlier. 

On Sept. 16, a Saturday, Kuchma and 
Kravchenko were together on a hunting ex- 
pedition. Four days later, when the press had 
already begun to ask questions about 
Gongadze’s disappearance, Melnychenko 
says he recorded Kuchma asking a security 
official whether the journalist was alive or 
dead. Kuchma goes on to say that Gongadze 
should be found because the situation looked 
bad for the president. 

Melnychenko said that at this stage Kuchma 
already knew Gongadze was dead, and was 
only feigning concern. The former bodyguard 


ete 


З 


said of the Ukrainian president: “Kuchma can 
be a very good actor and he is a very cunning 
man.” 

Since leaving his homeland three months 
ago, Melnychenko has been living in hiding 
with his wife and their four-year-old daugh- 
ter. Ukraine has issued a warrant for his ar- 
rest, and Melnychenko said he is aware of 
intelligence efforts to track him down. 

He also said he is worried about his fami- 
ly’s safety and is concerned that Kuchma’s 
allies may have hired professional killers to 
find him. But he said he has no plans to seek 
permanent asylum. 

“T have not applied for political asylum in 
any country because I expected, and still ex- 
pect, that the situation in Ukraine will change 
for the better, that Kuchma will leave and 
democratic forces will come to the govern- 
ment.” 

Melnychenko told his interviewers he hopes 
to return to Ukraine to testify if Kuchma goes 
to trial. He said he is afraid if he applied for 
political asylum Kuchma’s supporters would 
use that to discredit him and the authenticity 
of his recordings. 

“Why should I ask for political asylum? 
Why should I be afraid? Of whom, Kuchma? 
He should be frightened of me. If I ask for 
political asylum in another country, that will 
immediately provoke a misleading reaction 
from Kuchma’s people. They would say, 
“Look, he’s frightened, he’s fleeing from jus- 
tice.’ But I’m not frightened. If these record- 
ings were fake, then I would have sought po- 
litical asylum straight after the first excerpts 
were published. But I am confident [of the 
tapes’ authenticity] and Kuchma also knows 
that these recordings are accurate.” 

Melnychenko dismissed claims by the 
Kuchma administration that he is an employee 
of foreign intelligence agencies looking to 
destabilize Ukraine. He says frustration with 
the rampant corruption he saw in the presiden- 
tial office is the only reason behind his deci- 
sion to put the safety of himself and his fam- 
ily at risk. 
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15 - 28 September 


June 25, 26, 27 


Be there while history is made 
16 Day all inclusive first class tour 
JUNE 18 - JULY 03, 2001 


Calgary 
Christina & Mykhallo 
Muslyenko 
1-403-277-1105 

М Kathy & thor Bohdan 
1-404-239-5056 

| 1-403-510-1555 


Cars, Tractors, 
Farming Machinery 
TV's, Appliances 
Техніка для фермерів 


Kyiv, Капіу, Chernivtsi, Ivano-Frankivsk 


Svitoch 

1-204-582-5939 

Uniglobe Regent Travel Ltd. 
1-204-694-2200 
SASKATCHEWAN 


Bazaar Kuzma's Ltd. 
1-306-244-7373 


Yaremche, Uzhhorod and Lviv 


*for a limited 
time only 


CURRENCY TRANSFER 
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Kalyna 
1-204-582-2832 
Ukrainian Voice 
1-204-589-5871 


Yarosiava Tatamiuk 
1-604-263-9630 


Cascade Travel 
1-604-430-5454 


Warchola 
1-250-497-8630 


oT у 


1-250-769-0556 


AIR PARCELS 


зе 1-4 weeks 


SEA PARCELS 


We Transfer & Deliver US & 
Canadian dollars to Ukraine, Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia & Baltic States. 


Express Delivery 24-48 hours 


COURIER SERVICE Be] 


¢ Documents « Letters » Gifts 
Door to Door Service 


FOOD PARCELS 
yustom make your own food parcel. 
ва 


Door to Door Delivery 
1-4 weeks 


More goods available from our 
free catalogs. To receive one 
call toll free: 1-800-518-5558 


For more information contact LISSA at (780) 424-1777 


Efficient & knowledgeable service & competitive rates 
For Reservations Call: 780-424-1777 Toll Free: 1-800-518-5558 


¢ UKRAINE * RUSSIA 
* BELARUS " MOLDOVA 
« POLAND 
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE 


OPEN: Mon.-Fri: 9am-5pm; Sat: 9am-1pm. 
For more information call the MEEST agent in your area: 
(780) 424-1777; 1-800-518-5558 


